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P&C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AGM of the P&C is to be held on Thursday September 
1st in the Common Room, Picton High School at 
3.30pm. All positions are up for nomination and every-
one is welcome.

Our next "Do Something Good" day is on 
Saturday, September 3rd between 
9:15-3pm in I-Block, Picton High School. 
Please contact Margaret Foster for more 
information on 46771242.

On the 27th of July, the Picton High School Concert 
Band embarked on it’s Great Western Band Tour.

Our first performance was at Bathurst East Public School. 
We were greeted with much enthusiasm by the Princi-
pal, he has been trying to get his school’s band 
program re-established and had been looking for ways 
to generate some interest in playing in a band. Our 
concert really sparked the students' interest in band. It 
was a challenging set up as their stage was quite small, 
but we managed to squeeze the entire band on the 
stage. The band played some their favourite songs such 
as “Lady Ga Ga Medley” and “A Queen Medley”. Rep-
resentative students from each section of the band 
demonstrated their instruments to the audience and 
explained about them. We also had solo and duet 
performers to add some variety to our program.

We performed at Opal Retirement home at Kelso. It was 
lovely to see residents who are almost catatonic, come 
back to life when we played live music to them. One of 
the comments from a band member was "I feel really 
good about myself, we did something really good here 
today". One of the residents really enjoyed the concert 
and voiced his disapproval when we finished. While we 
were packing up, one of the nurses came over to con-
gratulate us. She told us that the man who was unhap-
py we finished usually hates music performances; they 
were surprised when he came to watch us. Normally 
when a music performance happens, he loudly com-
plains about it. He was so enthralled by our performers, 
he started conducting and moving in time to the music. 
It was wonderful to know that we made him happy.

We performed at Carenne Special School. As their hall 
was quite small, we divided the concert in half. They felt 
an hour would be too long for their students anyway. 
The kindergarten class were so enthralled by the music, 
they ended up staying for both sessions. It was a good 
experience for our students to perform for such a 
diverse audience.

Our students drew positive comments everywhere they 
went, from their excellent conduct at the accommoda-
tion to their interest, manners and enthusiasm at the 
behind the scenes zoo tour. It was lovely at night, the 
students would unload the piano and other instruments 
from the coach and sit around playing music together. 
It was a very good 7 - 12 bonding experience.

I must thank the wonderful staff and volunteers who 
accompanied us. Toni Turner was our tour organiser 
and one of our parent reps. Her organisation was so 
precise and thorough - nothing was left to chance: 
everything went like clockwork. Darren Risson, our 
parent rep from a number of tours, handled our loading 
and unloading at every venue, assisted by the 'packing 
team'. Mr Seeney set up and conducted the band very 
professionally at the performances which was quite 
challenging as none of our performance spaces were 
very big. And a big thankyou to Mr Clark, who was such 
an asset to the tour with his initiative and such a positive 
influence on our band members. 

Our Coach Captain, Joe Kmet (a former PHS student) 
from Road Coach was very accommodating to our 
needs - nothing was too much trouble. He regularly 
commented on how good our band members were: 
well mannered, enthusiastic and great musicians.

We spent an informative evening at Old Dubbo Gaol, 
where the band learnt about what it was like in a gaol 
in the early days of Dubbo. We finished our tour with a 
day at Dubbo Zoo. It was an early start as we did the 
feeding and information tour. It gave us the chance to 
get up close and personal with some hippos, rhinos and 
giraffes. Some students chose to walk around the zoo 
and others chose to ride bikes. It was a lovely, but tiring 
day.

We had a fabulous time and our students benefited 
greatly from the experience. Thank you to everybody 
for supporting us in this very worthwhile experience. The 
band played beautifully and brought smiles to many 
faces.

S. Brandstater

PICTON HIGH SCHOOL BAND 

‘DO SOMETHING GOOD’ DAY
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

WEEK 6

WEEK 5
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Aug 15                                            Whole School Assembly
Aug 16                           ICAS - Mathematics Competition
Aug 18                                                Vietnam Veterans Day 
Aug 19                                                            First Aid Course

WEEK 4

Aug 8                                                 Wakakirri Dance Event
Aug 9                          Subject Selection Night 6pm-8pm
Aug 10                                                               IPT Study Day
Aug 10             Wollondilly Music Festival choir practice
Aug 12                                                   SRC Leadership Day 

Aug 22-26                                 Wollondilly Public Schools
                                                          Performing Arts festival

                                                              

THE BOOK NOOK
Divergent
By Veronica Roth

It’s a first in the diver-
gent trilogy. The story 
follows Beatrice Prior 
(Tris) as she goes to live 
with her new fraction 
Dauntless. Dauntless is 
about being brave, 
strong & fearless.                                                   

Divergent is about a girl 
called Tris; she lives in a 
world which has been 
divided into fractions: 
she’s different. She is 
forced to live a life she 
doesn’t want: she wants to find where she belongs. She 
leaves her family behind & chooses a different fraction. 
However, she finds herself in a brutal new life where she 
can’t trust anyone. Along the journey, she becomes 
drawn to a boy who seems dangerous but safe. The 
book was very interesting & the plot line was unique.                                               

Divergent was based around many different ideas, but 
what I liked the most about this book was that it 
displayed not only the relationship that Tris had with 
four, but also her friendship with other characters & her 
family - that’s what I think made Divergent a great book 
to read. Tris is a very strong character & it was very inter-
esting to read about her because she had her own 
mind & didn’t follow rules. She was a very determined 
character which made me recommend this book to 
people who enjoy adventure books.

LIBRARY NEWS
There is a lot happening this term in the Library, starting 
with a big selection of new fiction books on display. 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, the new play set 19 
years after the original novels finished, was released on 
July 31st and the Library has two copies available. See 
the Library staff to add your name to the waiting list if 
you’d like to read it.

This term, we want to start a Maker Space in the Library. 
This will be a space where students can come and be 
creative, seeing what they can make with the supplies 
we have. So, we are collecting items that can be used 
in art and craft activities, eg cardboard tubes, scraps of 
material, wool, and in particular, plastic bottle tops. If 
you have anything to donate, please drop it into the 
Library.

We still have the Chess Competition running for all 
students who want to participate. It’s on Thursday at 
Lunch 1 every week and it’s not too late to join in. 

In Term 1, we started an Anime/Manga Club on Fridays 
at Lunch 1 and would really like to see more students 
coming along to that. We have a good collection of 
these books now too and they are very popular.

Book Week is coming up from August 22nd to 26th. The 
theme this year is Australia: Story Country. We are work-
ing with the Literacy Committee on planning several 
activities for this week, including a visit from author Kate 
Forsyth.

Every morning we will be posting an updated list of 
Australia’s medals at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games.
For students we also have a Mindfulness Noticeboard, 
with tips on relaxation activities and suggested apps 
they can download.

Remember, we are open every day at Lunch 1 and 2 
for reading, borrowing and returning, playing board 
games and completing school work. The computers 
are also available for students to use at Lunch 1 and 2 
for school work. 

Homework Hub is now happening on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons from 3.30pm in the Library. Permis-
sion notes are available on the front counter or on the 
school website.

Miss Cartwright

YEAR 11 STUDENTS!!!
Are you studying Preliminary Math-
ematics and need some extra 
assistance coming up to the Yearly 
exams? Come down to JCR on 
Fridays, lunch 1 and lunch 2 to get 
some extra help leading up to your 
examinations.


