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YEAR 9 HISTORY

ASSESSMENT TASK NOTIFICATION
Due Date:  Term 1 Week 9
9HSC1, 9HSC2 Mon 23rd Mar 2020
9HSE1, 9HSE2, 9HSP1,9HSP2, 9HSP2, 9HST1 Tue 24th Mar 2020

Assessment Name:  
Sustainable Biomes Task

Marks:  25 Weighting: 50 %

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED:
A student:
GE5-1 explains the diverse features and characteristics of a range of places and environments  
GE5-5 assesses management strategies for places and environments for their sustainability
GE5-7 acquires and processes geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and
relevant geographical tools for inquiry 

Context: During this activity students will be developing their conceptual knowledge and understanding 
about the following content areas to apply to their research about food security:  

- the capacity of the world’s biomes to achieve sustainable food security  
- environmental, economic and technological factors that influence agricultural yields 
- environmental challenges to food production 

TASK DESCRIPTION:
Part A: 1-2 pages (10 Marks)
Students are to choose ONE (1) biome from:

 

Forest Savannah Grasslands Tundra Aquatic

For your chosen biome answer the following questions. 
(a) Where in the world is this biome located and what are the key characteristics or features? 
(b) What is the importance of this biome as a producer of food? 
(c) What are the current threats to food production in this biome? 
(d) Suggest ways of managing this biome in the future. 

Part B: 2-3 pages (15 marks)
Students prepare a report on food scarcity in one country or region. The report will include details on:

- the extent of food scarcity across the country or region
- factors influencing agricultural yields eg water scarcity, natural hazards
- two challenges to reducing food scarcity eg climate change, population
- one strategy used to sustainably manage the issue for example, increase agricultural yields or find 
an alternative form of food production. 

NOTE: The report should include annotated images, charts and graphs to support the information in your 
report (for example a climate graph to show the characteristics of your chosen biome). The report is to be 
submitted online in Google Classroom. 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST:
You will be assessed on your ability to:

- apply your knowledge to present a comprehensive, well-structured report
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- undertake geographical inquiry
- support your ideas with relevant visual evidence
- use geographical terms appropriately
- review their work based on feedback received and reflect on their own learning and inquiry 

processes.

MARKING CRITERIA - Part A (10 marks)
9-10 - Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the biome/s features and characteristics.

- Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the biome’s contribution to food production and 
threats to food production. 

- Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of management strategies for the biome for it’s 
sustainability.

- Shows extensive and sophisticated evidence of gathering geographical information. 
- Communication of geographical information is sophisticated and well presented. 

7-8 - Effective explanation of the the biome/s and the ability of the biome to produce food  
- Accurately explains the biome’s contribution to food production and threats to food production. 
- Explains the management strategies for the biome.
- Effective use of geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and relevant 

geographical tools for inquiry. 
- Clear and purposeful communication of geographical information.

5-6 - Includes some explanation of the biome/s and the ability of the biome to produce food.   
- Describes the biome’s contribution to food production and threats to food production. 
- Describes the management strategies for the biome.
- Uses some geographical information by selecting and using geographical tools for inquiry. 
- Presents a report that adequately uses written language forms and features to communicate 

geographical information. 
3-4 - Report includes some information about the biome/s and the ability of the biome to produce food.   

- Attempts to describe the biome’s contribution to food production and threats to food production. 
- Identifies a management strategy for the biome’s sustainability. 
- Presents a report which uses written language forms and features ineffectively or inconsistently to 

communicate geographical information. 
0-2 - Report includes some information on the biome/s and the ability of the biome to produce food.  

- Limited description of the biome’s contribution to food production and threats to food production. 
- May identify management strategies for their biome.
- Completes a report on a place that may address sustainability issues. 
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MARKING CRITERIA - Part B (20 marks)
12-15 - comprehensive explanation of the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one country or 

region. 
- skillfully analyses the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region. 
- sophisticated evaluation and assessment of management strategies for places and environments 

for their sustainability. 
- discerning use of geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and relevant 

geographical tools for inquiry. . 
11-14 - effective explanation of the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one country or region. 

- accurately explains the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region. 
- includes a description of appropriate management strategies for places and environments for their 

sustainability. 
- effective use of geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and relevant 

geographical tools for inquiry. 
7-10 - includes some explanation of the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one country or 

region. 
- describes the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region. 
- mentions the management strategies for places and environments for their sustainability
- uses geographical information by selecting and using geographical tools for inquiry
- Presents a report to communicate geographical information. 

4-6 - Report includes some information about the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one 
country or region. 

- Attempts to describe the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region. 
- Identifies a management strategy for places and environments for their sustainability
- Presents a report which is ineffective in communicating geographical information. 

1-3 - Report includes some information on the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one 
country or region. 

- Limited description of the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region. 
- May identify management strategies for places and environments for their sustainability.
- Completes a report on a place that may address sustainability issues. 
- Report lacks structure and may not be logically formatted


