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YEAR 9 History Elective  

Film as History Task 

Due Date: Wednesday 1st April 2020 (Week 10) 
 

Assessment Name:  History, Heritage and Archaeology 
Task 

Mark:   /20 Weighting:  30 % 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
HTE 5.1  Applies an understanding of history, heritage and archaeology and the methods of historical inquiry  
HTE 5.2  Examines the ways in which historical meaning can be constructed through a range of media 
HTE 5.6  Identifies and evaluates the usefulness of historical sources in an historical inquiry process 
HTE 5-7  Explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past 
THE 5-8  Selects and analyses a range of historical sources to locate information relevant to an historical inquiry  

 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 
Apply: Use, utilise, employ in a particular situation  
Examine: Inquire into  
Selects: Choose  
Evaluates: Make a judgement based on criteria; determine the value of  

TASK DESCRIPTION 
 
Select one film or television show that is based on a historical event. (You cannot choose the 3 we will study in 
class: Pocahontas, Mulan and Percy Jackson). 
 
Applying the your knowledge about historical sources, select THREE sources on the historical event or personality. 
  
Once you have selected your sources you need to examine each of your sources for their usefulness in conducting 
an historical inquiry. You then need to write a 150 word evaluation on each source that addresses the following 
question:  

How does each source help create an understanding of your chosen film or television show and its 
representation of history? 

In your evaluation of each source you should address the following:  

 Is it a primary or secondary source? When was it created? 

 Who created the source? For what purpose?  

 Is there any bias?  

 What evidence does the source convey?  

 Does it show that your chosen film/television show is historically accurate or inaccurate? How? 

 In your evaluation you should apply all of this to make a judgement on whether the source is useful or 
not to a person researching the historical accuracy of your chosen film or television show.  

 
Evaluate the historical accuracy of your chosen film or tv show in a 150 word summary that makes a final 
judgement on the historical accuracy based on the evidence of your sources. In this evaluation you should 
address how film is used to construct historical meaning. 
 
Your final submission will be approximately 600 words in total and include 3 x 150 word evaluations on each of 
your chosen sources. 1 x 150 word final evaluation of the historical accuracy of your chosen film or television 
show. Please ensure you correctly reference each of your sources. 
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 

You will be assessed on how well you: 

 Select and evaluate the usefulness of historical sources relevant to your chosen topic 

 Explain different interpretations and perspectives of the past 

 Apply an understanding of history to evaluate the historical accuracy of your chosen film. 

 
SOURCE MARKING CRITERIA (5 MARKS PER SOURCE- 3 SOURCES IN TOTAL) 

 
SOURCE ONE  
 

Student has carefully selected a source that is relevant to the historical inquiry process and 
the chosen event/personality.  
Sophisticated evaluation of the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical inquiry 
that meets the required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the 
historical inquiry process.  
Source is correctly referenced. 

 
 

5 
 

Student has selected a source that is relevant to the historical inquiry process and the 
chosen event/personality.  
Evaluation of the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical inquiry that meets the 
required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the historical inquiry 
process.   
Source is correctly referenced. 

 
 

4 

Student has selected a source that is relevant to the chosen event/personality.  
Student has attempted to evaluate the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical 
inquiry. Student response may meet the required word count and student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.  
Source maybe correctly referenced. 

 
 

3 

Student has selected a source that is not relevant to the chosen event/personality.   
Student has attempted to discuss the chosen source. Student response does not meet the 
required word count and student there is little evidence that the student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.   
Source is incorrectly referenced. 

 
2 

Student has selected a source that is not relevant or is incomplete or missing.  
Student has attempted to discuss the chosen source. Student response does not meet the 
required word count and student there is little evidence that the student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.  
Source is incorrectly referenced.  

 
1 

  
SOURCE TWO 
 

Student has carefully selected a source that is relevant to the historical inquiry process and 
the chosen event/personality.  
Sophisticated evaluation of the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical inquiry 
that meets the required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the 
historical inquiry process.  
Source is correctly referenced. 

 
 

5 
 

Student has selected a source that is relevant to the historical inquiry process and the 
chosen event/personality.  
Evaluation of the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical inquiry that meets the 
required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the historical inquiry 
process.   
Source is correctly referenced. 

 
 

4 

Student has selected a source that is relevant to the chosen event/personality.   
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Student has attempted to evaluate the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical 
inquiry. Student response may meet the required word count and student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.  
Source maybe correctly referenced. 

3 

Student has selected a source that is not relevant to the chosen event/personality.   
Student has attempted to discuss the chosen source. Student response does not meet the 
required word count and student there is little evidence that the student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.   
Source is incorrectly referenced. 

 
2 

Student has selected a source that is not relevant or is incomplete or missing.  
Student has attempted to discuss the chosen source. Student response does not meet the 
required word count and student there is little evidence that the student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.  
Source is incorrectly referenced.  

 
1 

 
SOURCE THREE 
 

Student has carefully selected a source that is relevant to the historical inquiry process and 
the chosen event/personality.  
Sophisticated evaluation of the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical inquiry 
that meets the required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the 
historical inquiry process.  
Source is correctly referenced. 

 
 

5 
 

Student has selected a source that is relevant to the historical inquiry process and the 
chosen event/personality.  
Evaluation of the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical inquiry that meets the 
required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the historical inquiry 
process.   
Source is correctly referenced. 

 
 

4 

Student has selected a source that is relevant to the chosen event/personality.  
Student has attempted to evaluate the chosen source and its usefulness to an historical 
inquiry. Student response may meet the required word count and student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.  
Source maybe correctly referenced. 

 
 

3 

Student has selected a source that is not relevant to the chosen event/personality.   
Student has attempted to discuss the chosen source. Student response does not meet the 
required word count and student there is little evidence that the student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.   
Source is incorrectly referenced. 

 
2 

Student has selected a source that is not relevant or is incomplete or missing.  
Student has attempted to discuss the chosen source. Student response does not meet the 
required word count and student there is little evidence that the student has attempted 
to engage with the historical inquiry process.  
Source is incorrectly referenced.  

 
1 
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EVALUATION MARKING CRITERIA (5 MARKS) 
 

Sophisticated evaluation of the historical accuracy of your chosen film or television show 
supported by historical evidence. Student clearly examines how the film constructs 
historical meaning.  
Meets the required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the historical 
inquiry process.  

 
 

5 
 

Evaluation of the historical accuracy of your chosen film or television show supported by 
some historical evidence. Student discusses how the film constructs historical meaning.  
Meets the required word count and demonstrates student has engaged with the historical 
inquiry process.   

 
 

4 

Student has attempted to evaluate the historical accuracy of their chosen film or television 
show. Response may be supported by historical evidence. Student attempts to discuss how 
the film constructs historical meaning.  
Student response may meet the required word count and student has attempted to 
engage with the historical inquiry process.  

 
 

3 

Student has attempted to discuss the historical accuracy of their chosen film or television 
show. Response may not be supported by historical evidence. Student may describe how 
the film constructs historical meaning.  
Student response does not meet the required word count and there is little evidence that 
the student has attempted to engage with the historical inquiry process.   

 
2 

Student has made discussed their chosen film. May not address issues of historical 
accuracy. Student does not discuss how the film constructs historical meaning. 
Response is not supported by historical evidence.  
Student response does not meet the required word count and there is little evidence that 
the student has attempted to engage with the historical inquiry process.  

 
1 

 

 

OVERALL MARK:  

OVERALL COMMENT: 
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