
Portfolio Assessment Learning Activity 1 
 

Outcomes addressed: 
HT4.4 describes and explains the causes and effects of events and developments of ast societies over 
time.  
HT4.10 selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms to communicate about the 
past.  

 
Your task is to research the Aztec city of Tenochtitlan. Within your report you must address the following 
topics: 
 

1. Site location (1-2 sentences each):  
a. Identify where is the site located  
b. Identify what country and town are the site in  
c. Find a map of the historical site’s location, and label the important features 

2. Origins of the site (1-2 sentences each):  
a. Identify when it was founded 
b. Who lived there 
c. A description of how the city developed 

3. Everyday life in Tenochtitlan (2-3 sentences each):  
a. Identify what clan groups lived there and how class affected how they lived 
b. Describe the types of buildings built there and their purpose 
c. Describe trade in the city 

4. The impact of the fall of Tenochtitlan on Aztec society (1 paragraph for each):  
a. Identify when Tenochtitlan was destroyed by the Spanish 
b. Describe the events leading up to and preceding the fall of Tenochtitlan 
c. Assess the impact the fall of Tenochtitlan had on Aztec society (what are the positive and 

negative impacts) 
5. Bibliography (minimum of 5 sources required):  

a. All the resources you have used must be listed in alphabetical order. 
 
 
 
 
 

Success Criteria: 
- Full sentences must be used following the guidelines for each section. 
- Subheadings are to be used to separate each section. 
- Response is to be written in your own words. 
- Where possible support your answers with historical sources and images. 

 



MARKING CRITERIA 
 MARKS 

Task demonstrates an excellent ability to carefully select sources to research and 
explain the cause and effects of events of the past.  
 
Task illustrates an excellent ability to communicate a detailed and comprehensive 
understanding of the past using appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms.  
 
Task is carefully composed using a wide range of historical terms and concepts and 
indicates a reflective process of revision to ensure an absence of spelling and 
grammatical mistakes.  

A 
9-10 

Task demonstrates a good ability to select sources to research and explain  the cause 
and effects of events of the past. 
 
Task illustrates a good ability to communicate a detailed understanding of the past 
using appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms. 
 
Taks is composed using a range of historical terms and concepts and indicates a 
reflective process of revision to ensure minimal spelling and grammatical mistakes.  

B 
7-8 

Task demonstrates a sound ability to select sources to research and explain the cause 
and effects of events of the past.  
 
Task illustrates a sound ability to use a chosen form to communicate some 
understanding of the past using appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms. 
 
Task uses some historical terms and concepts. Some spelling and grammatical 
mistakes are evident.  

C 
5-6 

Task demonstrates a basic ability to select sources to explain and/or describe the cause 
and effects of events of the past.  
Task illustrates a basic ability to use a chosen form to communicate some 
understanding of the past.  
 
Task uses very few historical terms and concepts. Numerous spelling and grammatical 
mistakes are evident. 

D 
3-4 

Task demonstrates an elementary use of sources. Task is incomplete. 
 
Task uses no historical terms and concepts. Numerous spelling and grammatical 
mistakes are evident.  

E 
1-2 

 



Portfolio Assessment Learning Activity 2 
Outcomes Assessed: 
HT4.7 identifies and describes different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past. 
HT4.10 selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms to communicate about the 
past. 

 

Using the attached sources you are to respond to the following statement: 

“Did the Spanish conquest of the Americas have a positive or negative impact on Aztec 
society?” 

Your response must be at least 400 words and should include Source Evidence. 

You should structure your response to include the following: 

● Introduction – (1-2 Sentences) – Do you agree with the statement? Why/Why Not? 
●   2 x Paragraphs  (4-5 Sentences Each) – How does the source evidence support your argument? 

What evidence is in the sources? 
● Conclusion – (1-2 Sentences) – How you have shown your opinion ? 

  

You will use the following scaffold to take your work through the editing process. 

● Step 1 – Student Draft 
● Step 2 - Peer Marking 
●  Step 3 – Student Draft 2 
● Step 4 - Teacher Feedback 
●  Step 5 – Final Version 
●  Step 6 – Teacher Marking 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Going for Green – Sound (C) Expectations Peer Teacher 

  Uses sources to support the argument 
that the Spanish conquest of the 
Americas had either a positive or 
negative effect on the Aztecs (at least 2) 

    

  Uses some dates and details     

  Describes the sources and makes a 
judgement as to whether the source is 
supporting their argument 

    

  Uses a basic PEEL Structure (Point, 
Evidence, Explain, Link) 

    

  Some use of historical terms     

  Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, 
grammar 

    

Going for Gold – Excellent (A) Strong debate about the sources and how 
they support their argument that the 
Spanish conquest of the Americas had 
either a positive or negative effect on the 
Aztecs 

    

  An Argument that lasts the whole 
response 

    

  All spelling, punctuation and grammar is 
correct 

    

  Consistent use of historical terms     

 



  Correctly structured PEEL paragraphs 
that embed source evidence and 
argument 

    

  Consistent use of historical detail 
including names, dates etc 

    

  

 

Peer Feedback : 

One thing that is done well: 

 

  

  

One thing that can be improved: 

  

 

 

Teacher Feedback : 

One thing that is done well: 

  

 

  

One thing that can be improved: 

 

 

 



MARKING CRITERIA 

  MARKS 

● Makes clear judgement about the impact of the Spanish conquest of the Americas supported by 
detailed, relevant and accurate information drawn from the sources 

● Argument is sustained throughout the whole response 
● Detailed use of historical detail including dates 
●  Makes use of appropriate historical terms and concepts 
● Correct spelling, grammar and punctuation 
● Correctly structured response including introduction, paragraphs and a conclusion 

A 

9-10 

  

●  Makes some judgement about the impact of the Spanish conquest of the Americas supported by 
relevant and accurate information drawn from the sources 

● Argument is sustained throughout most of the response 
● Some detailed use of historical detail including dates 
●  Makes use of some appropriate historical terms and concepts 
●  Mostly correct spelling, grammar and punctuation (1-3 mistakes) 
●  Response is mostly structured correctly 

B 

7-8 

● Provides some argument about the impact of the Spanish conquest of the Americas supported by 
some relevant and mainly accurate information drawn from at least 2 sources 

●   Argument is evident throughout some  of the response 
●  Some use of historical detail including dates 
●  Makes use of some appropriate historical terms and concepts 
●  Mostly correct spelling, grammar and punctuation 
●  Response shows some basic PEEL structure 

C 

5-6 

●  Presents a narrative or descriptive response which does not refer to the sources 
●   Presents a simple response, with some structure evident 
●  Little or no use of historical terms and/or concepts 
●  Minimal use of historical detail 
● Numerous spelling and grammatical mistakes are evident. 

D 

3-4 

● Makes general statements about the Spanish conquest of the Americas. 
●  Limited to no structure 
● Spelling and grammatical mistakes indicate no engagement with the editing process 
●  No use of historical detail 
● Does not meet the word count 

E 

1-2 

 



 Year 8 Portfolio Task #2 Source Sheet 
Broken spears lie in the roads… 
The houses are roofless now, and their walls are red with blood… 
The water has turned red, as if it were dyed,  
and when we drink it, 
it has the taste of brine. 
We have pounded our hands in despair… 
four our inheritance, our city, is lost and dead. 
The shields of our warriors were in defence,  
but they could not save it. 
… we have filled our mouths with dust…  
we have eaten lizards, rats and worm... 

Source 1: An expression of sorrow written in Tlatelolco during the 1520s about the last days of the siege of 
Tenochtitlan. It was originally written in the language of the Aztecs. (translation in: Pearson History 8 Student 
Book, Pearson Australia, 2012, p.279) 

 

Source 2: A drawing from the Florentine Codex depicting Indigenous people infected with smallpox. The drawing 
was made by Bernardino de Sahagun, a 16th- century Spanish missionary. (Oxford Insight History 8, Bruce Dennett 
& Stephen Dixon, Oxford University Press, 2014, p.333.) 

 

 

 



On the second day [of the festival] they began to sing again, but without warning they were all put to 
death. The dancers and singers were completely unarmed. They brought only their embroidered cloaks 
… their necklaces, their clusters of heron feathers, their trinkets made of deer hooves … The Spaniards 
attacked the musicians fi rst, slashing at their hands and faces until they had killed all of them. The 
singers – and even the spectators – were also killed. This slaughter in the Sacred Patio went on for three 
hours … The king Motecuhzoma [Montezuma]… protested: ‘Our lords, that is enough! What are you 
doing? These people are not carrying shields or macanas [wooden clubs]. Our lords, they are 
completely unarmed!’… [the massacre took place]on the twentieth day after the captain [Cortés] left 
for the coast. We allowed the Captain to return to the city in peace. But on the following day we 
attacked him with all our might, and that was the beginning of the war.  

Source 3: An Aztec account of the slaughter of warriors during a festival. (Oxford Insight History 8, Bruce Dennett 
& Stephen Dixon, Oxford University Press, 2014, p.329.) 

 

Source 4: A 19th- century illustration of the final battle between Cortes and Aztec ruler Cuauhhtemoc at 
Tenochtitlan in August 1521. (Oxford Insight History 8, Bruce Dennett & Stephen Dixon, Oxford University Press, 
2014, p.331.) 

 


