
 

YEAR 9 VISUAL ARTS 
 

CULTURE IN CLAY 
 

Due Date: Term 3 Week 8 Friday 13th September 2019  Assessment Name: Unit 2 3D PROJECT 
Mark:               /100 Weighting:  35% 
 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
5.2   Makes artworks informed by their understanding of the function of and relationships between artist – artwork – world – 
audience 
5.5   Makes informed choices to develop and extend concepts and different meanings in their artworks 
5.7   Applies their understanding of aspects of practice to critical and historical interpretations of art 
5.8   Uses their understanding of the function of and relationships between artist – artwork – world – audience in critical and 
historical interpretations of art 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 
MAKE: form (something) by putting parts together or combining substances; create. 
DEVELOP: grow or cause to grow and become more mature, advanced, or elaborate. 
APPLY: use, utilise, employ in a particular situation 
INTERPRET: draw meaning from 

TASK DESCRIPTION: There are three parts to this assessment task: Part A is a Clay Vessel, Part B is your Visual Arts 
Process Diary (VAPD) and Part C is an Artist Case Study. You are required to complete all sections of this task. All 
work in this assessment task should be completed in class although you may take your Visual Arts Process Diary 
(VAPD) home to complete activities presented in class. Your VAPD needs to be well organised and maintained.  
 
Part A: Clay Vessel 
You are required to make a terracotta clay vessel using the hand building techniques of pinch, slab and/ or coil 
construction. The vessel should symbolically represent ideas investigated in the unit covering culture and 
symbolism. The symbols you use on your vessel should reveal aspects of your chosen culture. A wide interpretation 
of culture can be considered such as rituals, beliefs, clothing, food, music and dance etc. from traditional, ethnic or 
youth culture. 
 
Extend the cultural meaning of your chosen symbols through the surface treatment of the vessel. It should 
complement the form and the ideas developed in the vessel. Your designs (surface treatment) may be carved, built 
in relief and/or painted on to the surface of your form. 
 
Part B: Visual Arts Process Diary 
Document the development of your clay vessel in your Visual Arts Process Diary. This should include an initial 
collection of images associated with aspects of your cultural background/interest, cultural symbols and 
photographs/drawings and design work. 
 
Include an artist statement that details the: 
• meaning of symbolism in your design motifs 
•              materials and processes involved in the creation of your ceramic vessel 
• most challenging and the most successful component of you work  

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy 
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Part C: Artist Case Studies 
Ancient Greek Pottery and Aboriginal artist Thanakupi 
Complete the ALARM scaffold in your VAPD, applying your understanding of artists practice by comparing and 
contrasting an example of Greek Pottery with an example of Thankakupi.  
 
NB. This task should be completed in class. You may take your Visual Arts Process Diary home to work on. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
❏ Part A: Clay Vessel 

❏ Submit a terracotta clay vessel  
❏ Part B: Visual Arts Process Diary 

❏ Artmaking Documentation 
❏ Investigation of culture  
❏ All documentation leading up to Part A  
❏ A record of any changes in direction 

❏ Part C: Artist Case Studies 
❏ Thanakupi 
❏ Ancient Greek Pottery  

 

MARKING GUIDELINES Part A:  Clay Vessel 

 
Guideline  

 
Mark/Grade 

- An outstanding terracotta clay vessel made using sophisticated hand building 

techniques of pinch, slab and/ or coil construction.  

- The vessel demonstrates a comprehensive exploration of culture and symbolism.  The 

meaning of the work is significantly extended through the choice and sensitive 

application of surface treatment.  

 
 

A 

- An excellent terracotta clay vessel made using well executed hand building 

techniques of pinch, slab and/ or coil construction.  

- The vessel demonstrates a thorough exploration of culture and symbolism.  The 

meaning of the work is extended through the choice and sensitive application of 

surface treatment.  

 
B 

- A sound terracotta clay vessel made using good hand building techniques of pinch, 

slab and/ or coil construction. 
-  The vessel demonstrates an exploration of culture and symbolism.  The meaning of 

the work is extended through the choice of surface treatment.  

 
C 

- A basic terracotta clay vessel made using limited hand building techniques.  

- The vessel demonstrates a basic exploration of culture and/or symbolism.  The 

meaning of the work is not extended through the choice of surface treatment 

although it has been applied in some areas.  

 
D 

- A limited attempt at making a terracotta clay vessel.  

- The vessel demonstrates little or no exploration of culture and/or symbolism.  The 

meaning of the work is not extended with no application of surface treatment. 

 
E 

 

MARKING GUIDELINES Part 2: Visual Arts Process Diary 

 
Guideline  

 
Mark/Grade 

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy 
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- Outstanding documentation of the development of Ceramic Vessel. 
- Processes, ideas and material/techniques comprehensively recorded in VAPD  
- Artist statement comprehensively documents meaning of symbols/surface treatment 

and evaluates the strengths and challenges experienced. 

 
A 

 

- Excellent documentation of the development of Ceramic Vessel. 
- Processes, ideas and material/techniques thoroughly recorded in VAPD  
- Artist statement thoroughly documents meaning of symbols/surface treatment and 

evaluates the strengths and challenges experienced. 

 
B 

- Good documentation of the development of Ceramic Vessel. 
- Processes, ideas and material/techniques recorded in VAPD to a sound level 
- Artist statement documents meaning of symbols/surface treatment and evaluates the 

strengths and challenges experienced to a sound level 

 
C 

- Basic documentation of the development of Ceramic Vessel. 
- Processes, ideas and material/techniques recorded in VAPD to a basic level 
- Artist statement documents meaning of symbols/surface treatment and evaluates the 

strengths and challenges experienced to a basic level 

 
D 

- Little to no documentation of the development of Ceramic Vessel. 
- Processes, ideas and material/techniques recorded in VAPD to a very limited level 
- Artist statement documents meaning of symbols/surface treatment and evaluates the 

strengths and challenges experienced to a very limited level 

E 

 

MARKING GUIDELINES Part C:  Artist Studies 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grad
e 

- Outstanding interpretation of the conceptual framework (artwork, world, audience and 
artist).  

- Artist Case Study ALARM scaffold completed to a very high standard, demonstrating a 
comprehensive understanding of artists practice when comparing and contrasting  

 
A 

 

- Excellent interpretation of the conceptual framework (artwork, world, audience and 
artist).  

- Artist Case Study ALARM scaffold completed to a high standard, demonstrating a 
thorough understanding of artists practice when comparing and contrasting  

 
B 

-  Good interpretation of the conceptual framework (artwork, world, audience and artist).  
- Artist Case Study ALARM scaffold completed to a good standard, demonstrating a sound 

understanding of artists practice when comparing and contrasting  

 
C 

- Basic interpretation of the conceptual framework (artwork, world, audience and artist).  
- Part of the Artist Case Study ALARM scaffold completed to a basic standard, 

demonstrating limited understanding of artists practice  

 
D 

- Limited interpretation of the conceptual framework (artwork, world, audience and 
artist).  

- Little to no responses answered in the Artist Case Study ALARM scaffold 
 

 
E 

 

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy 
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