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Australian Music Composition 

Due Date: Friday 29th of March (Week 9 Term 1) 
THIS DATE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE ASSESSMENT 
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Assessment Name: Australian Music Composition 

Mark: /20 Weighting: 35 % 
 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
5.4 — demonstrates an understanding of the musical concepts through improvising, arranging and composing in 

the styles or genres of music selected for study 
5.5 — notates own compositions, applying forms of notation appropriate to the music selected for study 
5.6 — uses different forms of technology in the composition process 
5.10 - demonstrates an understanding of the influence and impact of technology 
5.11 - demonstrates an appreciation, tolerance and respect for the aesthetic value of music as an art form 
5.12 — demonstrating a developing confidence and willingness to engage in performing, composing and listening 
experiences 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 
Arrange — organise ideas into a different order 
Notate — write down Compose — create 
Demonstrate — show using examples 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 

 
Part A 

Students will demonstrate their understanding of the compositional process by arranging an Australian Bush 

Song into any other genre in NoteFlight. As well as the melody, there needs to be at least 3 accompanying layers 

(including a rhythmic layer). The lyrics should be written below the melody. 

 

Part B 

Students must submit a composition portfolio with their work. This should be at least 5 diary entries (a scaffold is 

attached). 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA — STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
o Include the name of the style in the composition name! (eg. Waltzing Matilda Thrash Metal) 
o Make sure you are using features relevant to the style or genre you are composing in. Add expressive 

techniques in an appropriate manner, in order to make the performance ‘feel’ like the style 
O  Your accompaniment should consist of 3 or more layers (including at least 1 rhythmic layer) and 

effectively use the concepts of music (chord progression, syncopation, dynamic variety etc.). 
O You will submit your arrangement in the form of a completed NoteFlight document, shared with the 

teacher in Google Classroom. 
0 Make sure you use proper notation during the composition, and include appropriate instruments within 

the composition according to chosen style 
O Don’t forget to hand in 5 completed process journal entries. 
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MARKING GUIDELINES 
Guideline Mark/Grade 

Demonstrates an excellent understanding of musical concepts through notating and 
arranging an Australian bush song into a new style of music using technology. 

-  Arrangement accompaniment consists of 3 or more layers (including at least 1 
rhythmic layer) and effectively uses the concepts of music (chord progression, 
syncopation, dynamic variety etc.). Students submit their arrangement in the 
form of a completed Noteflight document, shared with the teacher in Google 
Classroom. 

 

13-15 

Demonstrates a good understanding of musical concepts through notating and 
arranging an Australian bush song into a new style of music using technology. 

-  Arrangement accompaniment consists of 3 or more layers (including at least 1 
rhythmic layer) and uses the concepts of music (chord progression, 
syncopation, dynamic variety etc.). Students submit their arrangement in the 
form of a completed Noteflight document, shared with the teacher in Google 
Classroom. 

 
10-12 

Demonstrates a sound understanding of musical concepts through notating and 
arranging an Australian bush song into a new style of music using technology. 

-  Arrangement accompaniment consists of 3 layers (including at least 1 
rhythmic layer) and uses some of the concepts of music (chord progression, 
syncopation, dynamic variety etc.). Students submit their arrangement in the 
form of a completed Noteflight document, shared with the teacher in Google 
Classroom. 

 

7-9 

Demonstrates a basic understanding of musical concepts through attempting to 
notate and arrange an Australian bush song into a new style of music using technology. 

-  Arrangement accompaniment consists of 1 or 2 layers (including 1 rhythmic 
layer) and attempts to use some of the concepts of music (chord progression, 
syncopation, dynamic variety etc.). Students submit their arrangement in the 
form of a completed Noteflight document, shared with the teacher in Google 
Classroom. 

 

4-6 

Demonstrates a limited understanding of musical concepts through attempting to 
notate and arrange an Australian bush song into a new style of music using technology. 

- Arrangement accompaniment consists of 1 or 2 layers and does not use the 
concepts of music to any degree (chord progression, syncopation, dynamic 
variety etc.). Students submit their arrangement in the form of a completed 
Noteflight document, shared with the teacher in Google Classroom. 

 

1-3 

 

MARKING GUIDELINES 
Guideline Mark/Grade 

Student demonstrates an outstanding commitment to the process of composition 
o Student hands in 5 completed process journal entries 

5 

• Student demonstrates an outstanding commitment to the process of composition 
o Student hands in 4 completed process journal entries 

4 

• Student demonstrates an outstanding commitment to the process of composition 
o Student hands in 3 completed process journal entries 

3 

• Student demonstrates an outstanding commitment to the process of composition 
o Student hands in 2 completed process journal entries 

2 

• Student demonstrates an outstanding commitment to the process of composition 
o Student hands in 1 completed process journal entries 

1 



Process Dairy Entry Proforma 
 

Entry Date. 

What I did: [talk about what you have created/edited. Stick in/write the notation for it here too) 

What I think: (Talk about where this idea fits into your composition. Will you even keep it?) 
Include other pieces of music you used as inspiration for your song. 

How I’m going: (talk about how the composition is coming along) 
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