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PICTON HIGH SCHOOL 

YEAR 9 ELECTIVE 

HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION 

Due Date:  Tuesday 27th August 2019 
                     Term 3, Week 6 

Assessment Name:  
Historical Investigation Research Task 
 

Mark:   /50 Weighting:  50% 
 
Proposal 10% 
Essay (750- 1000 words) 30% 
Bibliography  10% 

 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
E.5.3 A student sequences major historical events or heritage features, to show an understanding of continuity, 
change and causation.  
E.5.4 A student explains the importance of key features of past societies and periods, including groups and 
personalities. 
E.5.6 A student identifies, comprehends and evaluates the usefulness of historical sources in an historical inquiry 
process.  
E5.7 A student explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations about the past.  
E5.8 A student selects and analyses a range of historical sources to locate information relevant to an historical 
inquiry 
E5.10 A student selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms to communicate effectively 
about the past for different audiences. 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 
Sequences:  Put things in a relevant and appropriate order 
Explains:      Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; provide why and/or how 
Identifies:    Recognise and name 
Selects:         Carefully chooses 
Analyses:     Identify components and the relationship between them; draw out and relate implications 
 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
 
You are required to complete a historical investigation into any topic of your choosing from any period in history up 
till 2001. This can include the ancient, medieval and modern world. 
 
Your historical investigation will be comprised of three parts: 

 Proposal (To be submitted to your teacher for approval by the end of Week 5, Term 2) 10% 

 Essay (750-1000 words) 30% 

 Bibliography 10% 
 
You are to choose a topic of personal interest for your historical investigation and develop a historical question 
around topic.  This topic must be approved by your teacher. 
 
This may include:   

 A person or group e.g. Tutankhamen, Napoleon, Henry VIII 

 A historical site e.g. The Suez Canal, Pompeii, 

 An event e.g. The fall of the Berlin Wall 
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 A historical theme e.g. Industrial Revolution  

 Representations of history through film – e.g. Gallipoli – history or artistic fiction? 

 Historical debate.  e.g. Was the American involvement in the Vietnam War justified? 
 
You are to demonstrate your process of planning through the completion and submission of the attached proposal. 
You are to submit your proposal sheet to your teacher by the end of Week 5, Term 2 for approval.  
 
Your essay question and response must demonstrate your ability to identify, explain and analyse the role of 
sources and write a historical account.  You must select a minimum of 5 sources and a variety of different source 
types (primary, secondary, books, journals, internet). 
 
Your essay must be between 750 and 1000 words and all sources must be correctly referenced in your 
bibliography.  
 
You should include an appropriately formatted bibliography in alphabetical order.  
 
You will be assessed on your ability to sequence historical information in an appropriate and well-structured form. 
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MARKING CRITERIA – PROPOSAL  
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 

 Research question demonstrates an outstanding ability to analyse sources and form 
an argument that supports a historical account or argument. 

 Outstanding level of planning is evident. 

 All sections of the proposal have been completed by both student and teacher with a 
high level of detail.  

 
 

9-10 

 Research question demonstrates a high ability to analyse sources and form an 
argument that supports a historical account or argument 

 High level of planning is evident. 

 All sections of the proposal have been completed by both student and teacher. 

 
7-8 

 

 Research question demonstrates an ability to analyse sources. Student attempts to 
form an argument that supports an historical account or argument 

 Sound level of planning is evident.   

 Majority of the proposal has been completed by both student and teacher. 

 
 

5-6 

 Research question demonstrates some ability to analyse sources. Student attempts to 
form a historical question. 

 Basic level of planning is evident.   

 Some sections of the proposal have been completed by both student and teacher. 

 
 

3-4 

 Proposal is incomplete. 

 Research question demonstrates little ability to analyse sources.  

 Elementary level of planning is evident. 
 

 
1-2 

 

 

MARKING CRITERIA –BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 

 Student demonstrates a comprehensive ability to locate, select and organise relevant 
information from a minimum of 5 sources. A range of sources has been used. 

 A well-structured bibliography that is presented in alphabetical order. 

 
9-10 

 Student demonstrates a high ability to locate, select and organise relevant 
information from a minimum of 5 sources. Some variety of sources has been used. 

 A well-structured bibliography that is presented in alphabetical order. 

 
7-8 

 
 Student demonstrates some ability to locate, select and organise relevant 

information.  The required number of sources may not be evident and/or sources are 
all the same format. 

 A mostly correct bibliography is included. 

 
5-6 

 Student demonstrates a basic ability to locate, select and organise relevant 
information.  The required number of sources may not be evident and/or sources are 
all the same format. 

 Some elements of a bibliography are included.  

 
3-4 

 Bibliography is included. Does not include all information and/or a range of sources. 
 

 
1-2 

 No bibliography is included  0 
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MARKING CRITERIA – ESSAY 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 
 Outstanding argument or account in response to the essay question that clearly 

identifies historical factors. 

 Highly effective integration of sources throughout the essay. Sources competently 
support the argument being made and are used correctly through the essay. 

 Essay is well structured and has an introduction, minimum of three body paragraphs 
and a conclusion. The response is well-written, consistent and highly detailed. 

 Student provides a well-structured and detailed response using a range of appropriate 
historical terms and concepts which meets the minimum word limit 

 Minimal spelling and grammatical mistakes are evident within the essay. 

 
 

25-30 

 Coherent argument in response to the essay question that identifies historical factors  

 Effective integration of sources throughout the essay. Sources support the argument 
being made and are used correctly through the essay. 

 Essay is structured and has an introduction, body paragraphs and a conclusion. The 
response is well-written, and detailed. 

 Student provides a detailed response using a range of appropriate historical terms 
and concepts which meets the minimum word limit 

 Some spelling and grammatical mistakes are evident within the essay. 

 
 

19-24 
 

 Student presents an essay with a limited argument which attempts to identify some 
historical factors. 

 Sound integration of sources throughout the essay. Sources may support the 
argument being made.  

 Essay has some structure and may include an introduction, body paragraphs and/or a 
conclusion.  

 Student responds using some appropriate historical terms.  

 Numerous spelling and grammatical mistakes may be evident within the essay. 

 
 

13-18 

 Student presents an essay which contains a narrative or descriptive response. 

 Basic integration of sources throughout the essay that may support the argument 
being made. 

 Student provides a structured response using some historical terms and/or concepts 

 Spelling and grammar mistakes are evident throughout the whole essay. 

 
 

7-12 

 Student essay is a limited narrative or essentially descriptive response. 

 Little or no sources are integrated into the essay. 

 Student uses no historical concepts and terms.  

 Essay has no structure and is filled with spelling and grammatical mistakes. 

 
1-6 
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PROPOSAL SHEET 

 

STUDENT NAME: ________________________________________________________ 

 

PROPOSED TOPIC OF STUDY:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

AREA OF FOCUS WITHIN THE TOPIC 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

USEFUL SOURCES IDENTIFIED SO FAR:  

 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROPOSED ESSAY QUESTION: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Please write one paragraph outlining why you would like to study this particular topic 

and why you believe it is worthy of historical investigation.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Teacher Feedback on chosen topic  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Student Signature  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher Signature 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: 

 


