
Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy 
1 

YEAR 9 GEOGRAPHY 

SUSTAINABLE BIOMES 

Due Date: Week 8, Term 1 
                   R & Y Line - Friday 22nd March 
                    

Assessment Name:  Crop Investigation 

Mark:   x  / 25 Weighting:  50% 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
GE5-1  A student explains the diverse features and characteristics of a range of places and environments 
GE5-2  A student explains processes and influences that form and transform places and environments 
GE5-8  A student communicates geographical information to a range of audiences using a variety of strategies 
 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED:  
Describe: Provide characteristics and features 
Explains: Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; provide why and/or how 
 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 

Create a presentation to be submitted using a program such as PowerPoint or Google Slides, about the issues facing 

global farming.  

Select ONE of the following food crops: 

 Palm oil 

 Sugar Cane 

 Corn  
 

Your presentation must answer the following research questions about your chosen food crop. Where appropriate, each 
subsection must be written in paragraph/s, using the P.E.E.L. structure. 
 

1. An explanation of where the crop is grown, explaining how and why the crop needs specific environments. 
This should include the following; (Outcome GE-5.1)  
a. Information about the environment (e.g. temperature, rainfall, soils, topography) required to grow the 

crop and why these elements are needed for crop production 
b. A map of the location/s where the crop is mainly grown across the world, including a written description 

of these locations(e.g. specific latitudes and/or altitudes) 
c. Picture/s of the crop  

 
2. Explanation of the human impacts of the crop production on the natural environment including the following 

points; (Outcome GE – 5.2) 
a. Description of the natural biome that occurred in these locations prior to crop production 
b. Explanation of how humans have altered the environment and the impacts this has had on the natural 

biome (e.g. land degradation, biodiversity loss, water use, habitat loss, pollution such as CO₂ emissions, 
river pollution)  

c. Explanation of how ONE technological advancement has enabled more efficient crop production               
(e.g. genetics, fertilisers, knowledge of diseases, satellites) 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
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You will be assessed on your ability to:  
 

 Choose one food crop from the list provided 

 Complete Tasks (Questions 1 &2) 

 Submit/hand in the presentation, using the method of your teacher’s choosing (e.g. printed, Google 
Classroom, email etc.) 

 Appropriately communicate what you have learned for each task using a variety of strategies e.g. maps, 
text, images, graphs 

 Appropriately communicate your information sources using a correctly formatted bibliography 
 

Presentation must be printed at home and submitted on the due date provided OR submitted via Google Classroom 
or other technology, as per your teacher instruction by the due above. 
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MARKING GUIDELINES 
Question 1. 
 
An explanation of where the crop is grown, explaining how and why the crop needs specific 
environments. This should include the following; (Outcome GE-5.1)  

 

Mark/Grade 

- Outstanding response which includes detailed information, using PEEL paragraphs, about the 
environment and location(s) required for the crop and demonstrates extensive knowledge of 
why these elements are required for crop production including ALL of the following; 
- Temperature, Rainfall, Soil, Topography (drainage), Global Locations (latitudes and/or 
altitudes) 

- Appropriately annotated map/s, pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain 
information 
 

 
 
 

9 - 10 

- High standard of response which includes information, using PEEL paragraphs, about the 
environment and location(s) required for the crop and demonstrates thorough knowledge of 
why these elements are required for crop production including FOUR of the following; 
- Temperature, Rainfall, Soil, Topography (drainage), Global Locations (latitudes and/or 
altitudes) 

- Appropriately annotated map/s, pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain 
information 
 

 
 
 

7 - 8 

- Sound response which includes information, using PEEL paragraphs, about the environment 
and location(s) required for the crop and demonstrates knowledge of why these elements are 
required for crop production including THREE of the following; 
- Temperature, Rainfall, Soil, Topography (drainage), Global Locations (latitudes and/or 
altitudes) 

- Appropriate map/s, pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain information, may 
or may not be annotated 
 

 
 
 

5 - 6 

- Basic explanation of the environment and location needed for the crop. PEEL paragraphs may 
or may not be used. 

- Response may refer briefly to how environment relates to crop production including TWO of 
the following; 
- Temperature, Rainfall, Soil, Topography (drainage), Global Locations (latitudes and/or 
altitudes) 

- Some map/s, pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain information, not 
annotated 
 

 
 
 

3 - 4 

- Limited explanation of the environment of the crop, with no paragraph structure 
- Response may mention ONE element of how environment relates to crop production from the 

following; 
- Temperature, Rainfall, Soil, Topography (drainage), Global Locations (latitudes and/or 
altitudes) 

- May or may not include a map or picture 
 

 
 

0 - 2 
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Question 2.  
 
Explanation of the human impacts of the crop production on the natural environment including 
the following points; (Outcome GE – 5.2) 

 

Mark/Grade 

- Outstanding response which includes a detailed explanation, using PEEL paragraphs, of the 
human impacts of the crop production on the natural environment including ALL following 
points; 
- Description of the natural environment that occurred in these locations 
- Explanation of how humans have altered the natural environment 
- Minimum of THREE impacts on the natural biome 
- Explanation of one technological advancement 
- Appropriately annotated pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain   
  information 

 

 
 
 
 

9 - 10 

- High standard of response which includes a detailed explanation, using PEEL paragraphs, of 
the human impacts of the crop production on the natural environment including FOUR 
following points; 
- Description of the natural environment that occurred in these locations 
- Explanation of how humans have altered the natural environment 
- TWO impacts on the natural biome 
- Explanation of one technological advancement 
- Appropriately annotated pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain  
  information 

-  

 
 
 
 

7 - 8 

- Sound response which includes an explanation, using PEEL paragraphs, of the human impacts 
of the crop production on the natural environment including THREE following points; 
- Description of the natural environment that occurred in these locations 
- Explanation of how humans have altered the natural environment 
- ONE impact on the natural biome 
- Explanation of one technological advancement 
- Appropriate pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain information which may  
  or not be annotated 
 

 
 
 
 

5 - 6 

- Basic response which includes information, which may or may not use PEEL paragraphs, of the 
human impacts of the crop production on the natural environment including TWO following 
points; 
- Description of the natural environment that occurred in these locations 
- Explanation of how humans have altered the natural environment 
- MAY OR MAY NOT have an impact on the natural biome 
- Explanation of one technological advancement 
- Some pictures, diagrams or other visual information to explain information 
 

 
 
 

3 - 4 

- Limited response which includes information, with no paragraph structure, of the human 
impacts of the crop production on the natural environment including ONE following points; 
- Description of the natural environment that occurred in these locations 
- Explanation of how humans have altered the natural environment 
- THREE impacts on the natural biome 
- Explanation of one technological advancement 
- A picture, diagram or other visual information to explain information 
 

 
 
 

0 - 2 
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Guideline – Communicates geographical information to a range of audiences using a 
variety of strategies (Outcome GE-5.8) 

Mark/Grade 

- An explicit and logical report with clear headings and subheadings  
- Map/s of the locations where the crop is predominantly grown across the world is labelled 

and follows BOLTSS correctly 
- Annotated picture/s of the crop is included and labelled 
- Annotated picture/s of the technological advancement is included and labelled 
- Annotated diagram/s explaining human impacts on the environment 
- Correctly formatted bibliography 

  

 
 
 

5 

- A logical report with clear headings and subheadings used 
- Annotated map/s of the locations where the crop is predominantly grown across the world is 

labelled and follows BOLTSS correctly 
- Annotated picture/s of the crop is included and labelled 
- Annotated picture/s of the technological advancement is included and labelled 
- Annotated diagram/s explaining human impacts on the environment 
- Correctly formatted bibliography 

  

 
 
 

4 

- Report with headings and may include subheadings, may or may not be logically set out 
- A map of the locations where the crop is predominantly grown across the world is included, 

may or not be annotated  
- A picture of the crop is included, may or may not be annotated  
- A picture of the technological advancement is included, may or may not be annotated 
- A diagram explaining human impacts on the environment, may or may not be annotated 
- Bibliography included – may or may not be correctly formatted 

  

 
 
 

3 

- Report has headings and TWO of the following; 
- A map of the locations where the crop is predominantly grown across the world may be    
  included but is not annotated 
- A picture of the crop may be included  
- A picture of the technological advance may be included. 
- A diagram explaining human impacts on the environment 
- May or may not include bibliography 
 

 
 
 

2 

- Report may or may not have headings and ONE of the following; 
- A map of the locations where the crop is predominantly grown across the world may be  
  included but is not annotated 
- A picture of the crop may be included  
- A picture of the technological advance may be included. 
- A diagram explaining human impacts on the environment 
- May or may not include bibliography 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

 


