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YEAR 9 AGRICULTURE 

Overview of Australian Agriculture 

Due Date: 4th  April 2019 
 

Assessment Name:  Poster Design 

Mark:   /48 Weighting:  20 % 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 

5.1.1 Explains why identified plant species and animal breeds have been used in agricultural enterprises   
          and developed for the Australian environment and/or markets 
5.2.1 Explains the interactions within and between the agricultural sector and Australia’s economy, 

culture and society 
5.3.3 Explains and evaluates the impact of management decisions on plant production enterprises 
5.3.4 Explains and evaluates the impact of management decisions on animal production enterprises 
5.4.1 Evaluates the impact of past and current agricultural practices on agricultural sustainability 
 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 

Evaluate:- Make a judgement based on criteria; determine the value of 

Explain:- Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; provide why and/or 
how 
 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
You are to research your chosen plant or animal in order to answer the following questions for your poster 

1. Explain why a farmer would choose to raise this particular animal OR grow this particular plant. 

 Think about:- the farmer’s skills, interest, the location of the farm to market outlets, the size of land 
available to the farmer, the climate of the area and the need of people that will pay to buy the 
products. 

2. Explain how one management decision that a farmer makes may impact on the product that he chooses to 
produce. 

 Think about:- the farmer deciding to increase or decrease the number of his animals/plants, 
introducing new types of animals, buying new equipment, employing more people and introducing 
new technology. 

3. Explain why your animal/plant is important to the Australia’s economy.  

 Think about: - the farmer paying taxes to the government, employing people to work on the farm, 
creating new jobs, selling the products in Australia and/or overseas to earn money for the country 
– foreign exchange, producing raw materials for other industries, for example wool for clothes, 
timber for building and furniture. 

4. Explain why your animal/plant is important to Australia’s culture  

 Think about:-  the Australian love for BBQ,  Australia day celebrations, vegemite, milo, cereals, 
leather fashion wear, Tim Tam, Anzac biscuit  and sausages. 

5. Explain why your animal/plan is important to Australia’s society 

 Think about:-  people attending agricultural shows like the Royal Easter Show, industries like uncle 
Toby, restaurants, Master Chef, My Kitchen Rules, other  cooking TV  shows, and also for a healthy 
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society because people have to eat high quality and  cheap  animal and plant products that are low 
in cholesterol and saturated fat. 

6. Choose a past or current agricultural practice and evaluate its sustainability  

 Think about:- how farming today and in the past (100 years ago) has affected the soil, water and 
air. Think about the things that can happen to the environment if a farmer decides to use or not to 
use harmful chemicals and pesticides on his/her farm. Think also about the farmer keeping too 
many animals on a small area where they eat and produce waste products. Think about some 
animals eating what people also eat (competition) for example chickens need cereal grains like 
wheat and corn in their food. Remember, in the past, animals were free ranging, that is they were 
free to move around but today they are confined in houses which can cause stress and high 
incidence of disease. Plants were allowed to grow under trees in the past but today trees are 
removed to create more space to grow more plants. This process is called deforestation. 

 Think about:- how farming in the past (few people in Australia – Aboriginal farming) and today 
(many people in Australia – European farming) has affected the air we breath, water we drink and 
soil the soil we use for planting and grazing our animals.   

  

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
You will be assessed on your ability to: 

 Have you presented your information on a poster (see the template provided)? 

 Have you provided information to answer all 6 questions? 

 Did you put the information from your research into your own words? 

 Have you included pictures or graphs that relate to your information and help to explain your point? 
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MARKING GUIDELINES 
Guideline 
5.1.1 Explains why identified plant species and animal breeds have been used in 
agricultural enterprises and developed for the Australian environment and/or 
markets 

 
Mark/Grade 

Outstanding explanation of why a farmer would choose to raise this particular 
animal/or grow this particular plant 

- You have written 3 comprehensive and excellent explanations about the 
farmer’s experience with the plant or animal for example the farmer’s level 
of education, skills and interest. 

- You have written 3 comprehensive and excellent explanations about the 
climate of the area and how it can affect production, for example 
temperature, rainfall and growing season. 

- You have written 3 comprehensive and excellent explanations about the 
market for the particular products for example sold in Australia and/or 
exported overseas, the names of the overseas market and how the product is 
sold (live – cattle to Indonesia, raw or processed).  
 

A 
13-15 

 

High level explanation of why a farmer would choose to raise this particular animal/or 
grow this particular plant  

 
- You have written 3 excellent explanations about the farmer’s experience with 

the plant or animal for example his/her level of education, skills and interest. 
- You have written 3 excellent explanations about the climate of the area and 

how it can affect production for example temperature, rainfall and growing 
season. 

- You have written 3 excellent explanations about the market for the particular 
products, for example sold in Australia and/or exported overseas, the names 
of the overseas market and how the product is sold (live, raw or processed).  
 

B 
10-12 

 
 

Sound explanation of why a farmer would choose to raise this particular animal/or 
grow this particular plant 

 
- You have written 2 good explanations about the farmer’s experience with the 

plant or animal for example his/her level of education, skills and interest. 
- You have written 2 good explanations about the climate of the area and how 

it can affect production for example temperature, rainfall and growing 
season. 

- You have written 2 good explanations about the market for the particular 
products for example sold in Australia and/or exported overseas, the names 
of the overseas market and how the product is sold (live, raw or processed).  

 

C 
7-9 

Basic explanation of why a farmer would choose to raise this particular animal/or 
grow this particular plant 

 
- You have written or listed 2 explanations about the farmer’s experience with 

the plant or animal for example his/her level of education, skills and interest. 
- You have written or listed 2 explanations about the climate of the area and 

how it can affect production for example temperature, rainfall and growing 
season. 

- You have written or listed 2 explanations about the market for the particular 
products for example sold in Australia and/or exported overseas, the names 
of the overseas market and how the product is sold (live, raw or processed).  

D 
4-6 
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Limited explanation of why a farmer would choose to raise this particular animal/or 
grow this particular plant 

 
- You have written or listed 1 explanation about the farmer’s experience with 

the plant or animal for example his/her level of education, skills and interest. 
- You have written or listed 1 explanation about the climate of the area and 

how it can affect production for example temperature, rainfall and growing 
season. 

- You have written or listed 1 explanation about the market for the particular 
products for example sold in Australia and/or exported overseas, the names 
of the overseas market and how the product is sold (live, raw or processed).  

 

E 
0-3 

 
 

 

MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

Guideline 
5.2.1 Explains the interactions within and between the agricultural sector and 

Australia’s economy, culture and society 

 
Mark/Grade 

Outstanding explanation why your animal/plant is important to Australia’s economy, 
culture and society 

 
- You have written 3 comprehensive and excellent explanations about why 

plant or animal product is important to the Australian economy, for example 
employment, foreign exchange earnings and creating new jobs. 

- You have written 3 comprehensive and excellent explanations about why 
plant or animal product is important to the Australian culture, for example 
Australian love for BBQ, sheep wool products and vegemite. 

- You have written 3 comprehensive and excellent explanations about why 
plant or animal product is important to the Australian society, for example 
Royal Easter Show, TV food shows like Master Chef and Farmers’ Market. 
 

A 
13-15 

 
 

High level explanation why your animal/plant is important to Australia’s culture, 
society and economy 

 
- You have written 3 excellent explanations about why plant or animal product 

is important to the Australian economy, for example employment, foreign 
exchange earnings and creating new jobs. 

- You have written 3 excellent explanations about why plant or animal product 
is important to the Australian culture, for example Australian love for BBQ, 
sheep wool products and vegemite. 

- You have written 3 excellent explanations about why plant or animal product 
is important to the Australian society for example, Royal Easter Show, TV 
food shows like Master Chef and Farmers’ Market. 

 

B 
10-12 

 

Sound explanation of why your animal/plant is important to Australia’s culture, 
society and economy 

 
- You have written 2 good explanations about why plant or animal product is 

important to the Australian economy, for example employment, foreign 
exchange earnings and creating new jobs. 

- You have written 2 good explanations about why plant or animal product is 
important to the Australian culture, for example Australian love for BBQ, 

C 
7-9 
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sheep wool products and vegemite. 
- You have written 2 good explanations about why plant or animal product is 

important to the Australian society, for example Royal Easter Show, TV food 
shows like Master Chef and Farmers’ Market. 

 

Basic explanation of why your animal/plant is important to Australia’s culture, society 
and economy 

 
- You have written or listed 2 explanations about  why plant or animal product 

is important to the Australian economy for example, employment, foreign 
exchange earnings and creating new jobs. 

- You have written or listed 2 explanations about why plant or animal product 
is important to the Australian culture, for example Australian love for BBQ, 
sheep wool products and vegemite. 

- You have written or listed 2 explanations about why plant or animal product 
is important to the Australian society, for example Royal Easter Show, TV 
food shows like Master Chef and Farmers’ Market. 

 

D 
4-6 

 

Limited explanation of why your animal/plant is important to Australia’s culture, 
society and economy 

 
- You have written or listed 1 explanation about why plant or animal product is 

important to the Australian economy for example, employment, foreign 
exchange earnings and creating new jobs. 

- You have written or listed 1 explanation about why plant or animal product is 
important to the Australian culture, for example Australian love for BBQ, 
sheep wool products and vegemite. 

- You have written or listed 1 explanation about why plant or animal product is 
important to the Australian society, for example Royal Easter Show, TV food 
shows like Master Chef and Farmers’ Market. 

 

E 
0-3 
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MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

Guideline 
5.3.3 Explains and evaluates the impact of management decisions on plant 
production enterprises 
5.3.4 Explains and evaluates the impact of management decisions on animal 
production enterprises 

 
Mark/Grade 

Outstanding explanation of how one management decision that a farmer makes may 
impact on the product that he chooses to produce 

 
- You have written 3 comprehensive and excellent explanations about the 

chosen management decision that farmers usually make, for example the use 
of new technology, the farm workforce including seasonal workers and the 
number of animals or size of land for crops to produce. 
 

A 
8-9 

 
 

High level explanation of how one management decision that a farmer makes may 
impact on the product that he chooses to produce 

 
- You have written 3 excellent explanations about the chosen management 

decision that farmers usually make, for example the use of new technology, 
the farm workforce including seasonal workers and the number of animals or 
size of land for crops to produce. 

 
 

B 
6-7 

 

Sound explanation of how one management decision that a farmer makes may 
impact on the product that he chooses to produce 

 
- You have written 2 good explanations about the chosen management 

decision that farmers usually make, for example the use of new technology, 
the farm workforce including seasonal workers and the number of animals or 
size of land for crops to produce. 

 

C 
4-5 

 

Basic explanation of how one management decision that a farmer makes may impact 
on the product that he chooses to produce 

 
- You have written or listed 2 explanations about the chosen management 

decision that farmers usually make, for example the use of new technology, 
the farm workforce including seasonal workers and the number of animals or 
size of land for crops to produce. 

 

D 
2-3 

 

Limited explanation of how one management decision that a farmer makes may 
impact on the product that he chooses to produce 

 
- You have written or listed 1 explanation about the chosen management 

decision that farmers usually make, for example the use of new technology, 
the farm workforce including seasonal workers and the number of animals or 
size of land for crops to produce. 

 

E 
0-1 
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MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

Guideline 
5.4.1 Evaluates the impact of past and current agricultural practices on agricultural 
sustainability 

 
Mark/Grade 

Outstanding evaluation of the impact of past and current agricultural practices 
on agricultural sustainability 
 

- You have written a comprehensive and excellent evaluation about how one 
current agricultural practice has affected air, land and water, for example 
land clearing, mechanisation and the use of chemicals. 

- You have written a comprehensive and excellent evaluation about how one 
past agricultural practice – the Australian Aboriginal farming practices; has 
affected air, land and water, for example bush burning, shifting cultivation 
and keeping few animals. 

- You have provided an excellent example of sustainable farming, for example 
free range, minimum tillage and organic farming. 

 
 

A 
8-9 

 

High level evaluation of the impact of past and current agricultural practices on 
agricultural sustainability 

 
- You have written an excellent evaluation about how one current agricultural 

practice has affected air, land and water, for example land clearing, 
mechanisation and the use of chemicals. 

- You have written an excellent evaluation about how one past agricultural 
practice – the Australian Aboriginal farming practices; has affected air, land 
and water, for example bush burning, shifting cultivation and keeping few 
animals. 

- You have provided a good example of sustainable farming, for example free 
range, minimum tillage and organic farming. 

 

B 
6-7 

 

Sound evaluation of the impact of past and current agricultural practices on 
agricultural sustainability 

 
- You have written a good evaluation about how one current agricultural 

practice has affected air, land and water, for example land clearing, 
mechanization and the use of chemicals. 

- You have written a good evaluation about how one past agricultural practice 
– the Australian Aboriginal farming practices; has affected air, land and 
water, for example bush burning, shifting cultivation and keeping few 
animals. 

- You have provided a satisfactory example of sustainable farming, for example 
free range, minimum tillage and organic farming. 

 
 
 
 

C 
4-5 
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Basic evaluation of the impact of past and current agricultural practices on 
agricultural sustainability 

 
- You have written a satisfactory evaluation about how one current agricultural 

practice has affected air, land and water, for example land clearing, 
mechanization and the use of chemicals. 

- You have written a satisfactory evaluation about how one past agricultural 
practice – the Australian Aboriginal farming practices; has affected air, land 
and water, for example bush burning, shifting cultivation and keeping few 
animals. 

- You have provided a simple example of sustainable farming.  
 

D 
2-3 

 

Limited evaluation of the impact of past and current agricultural practices on 
agricultural sustainability 

 
- You have written a simple evaluation about how one current agricultural 

practice has affected air, land and water, for example land clearing, 
mechanization and the use of chemicals. 

- You have written a simple evaluation about how one past agricultural 
practice – the Australian Aboriginal farming practices; has affected air, land 
and water, for example bush burning, shifting cultivation and keeping few 
animals. 

- You have provided a simple example of sustainable farming.  
 

E 
0-1 
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POSTER TEMPLATE 

IMPORTANT: This is just an idea of how you will present your information in poster format. It is expected that you 

will add your own design ideas, including pictures and headings etc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Name:- 
Date:- 
 

 

Title: Name of Enterprise 

(plant/animal) 

The Product: 

Question 1 

Management  decision: 

Question 2 

Importance of the 

Product to:- 

The Economy: 

Question 3 

The Culture: Question 4 

The Society: Question 5 

Sustainability:  Question 6 

Insert 

Graphs/pictures 

related to your 

animal/plant 


