
Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy 
1 

YEAR 8 English 

Close Study of a Text 

Due Date: Term 3, Week 10 2019
Monday 23/9/29 8ENS, 8ENP, 8ENR, 8ENJ

Assessment Name:  Close Study of Text (essay) 

Mark:   x/20 Weighting: 30% 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
EN4-1A: responds to and composes texts for understanding, interpretation, critical analysis imaginative 
expression and pleasure. 
EN 4-3B: uses and describes language forms, features and structures of texts appropriate to a range of purposes, 
audiences and contexts. 
EN4-7D: demonstrates understanding of how texts can express aspects of their broadening world and their 

relationships within it. 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 

Compose: Write or create 

Demonstrates: Shows by example 

Describe: Provide characteristics and features 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
Compose a personal response that responds to the following statement: 

Composers use conflict in order to explore how a character changes throughout a novel. 

Your personal response should focus on how the character develops in response to conflict and change. Also 
how conflict highlights the effects of change on the main character and how it affects their relationships with 
others. 

Your personal response should describe your understanding of the novel you have studied, including the authors 
use of language and structural features. 

In your personal response you should use PEEL paragraphs and appropriate essay structure 
(introduction/body/conclusion) 

Your personal response must be between 700 to 850 words in length. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 

 Compose a personal response which effectively uses PEEL paragraphs.

 Included an introduction, body, PEEL paragraphs and conclusion.

 Read, break down and respond to the statement.

 Understand the content in the novel and describe how it relates to the statement.

 Responds to and describes the effect of conflict on the chosen character.

 Proof read personal response: read the personal response out loud so you can observe the structure of
your sentences.

 Sought feedback from teacher for drafting and made any corrections before submission date.

 To be submitted in class
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Marking Guidelines Grade 

 Composes an outstanding personal response which demonstrates an analysis of how
conflict is used to explore character and change. The response makes a clear and
concise argument about conflict resulting in change. (EN4-7D)

 Demonstrates an outstanding description of the plot and narrative features, through
highly-developed original views and opinions. Skilfully explored and supported through
a variety of textual evidence (EN4-3B)

 Student composes an outstanding personal response skilfully utilising well-structured
PEEL paragraphs with a clear and concise introduction, body and conclusion. Skilfully
applying the use of appropriate spelling, grammar and punctuation with little to no
errors (EN4-1A)

A 
17-20

 Composes a high personal response which demonstrates an analysis of how conflict is
used to explore character and change. The response makes a clear argument about
conflict resulting in change. (EN4-7D)

 Demonstrates an effective description of the plot and narrative features, through
developed original views and opinions. Effectively supported through numerous textual
examples (EN4-3B)

 Student composes a well-developed personal response utilising well-structured PEEL
paragraphs with a clear introduction, body and conclusion. Applying the use of
appropriate spelling, grammar and punctuation with few errors (EN4-1A)

B 
13-16

 Composes a sound personal response which demonstrates an understanding of how
conflict is used to explore character and change. The response mostly argues about
conflict resulting in change. (EN4-7D)

 Demonstrates a sound description of the plot and narrative features, through
developed original views and opinions. Some exploration of textual evidence utilised.
(EN4-3B)

 Student composes a sound personal response with some use of PEEL paragraphs, with
a sound introduction, body and conclusion. Competent use of spelling, grammar and
punctuation with some errors. (EN4-1A)

C 
9-12

 Composes a basic personal response which demonstrates an adequate ability to
address the statement. The responses may not focus on conflict resulting in change.
(EN4-7D)

 Basic description of the plot and narrative structure. Basic use of textual evidence, may
include retelling. (EN4-3B)

 Student composes a personal response with basic use of PEEL paragraphs, with an
attempt to include and introduction, body and conclusion. Basic spelling, grammar and
punctuation and may have many errors (EN4-1A)

D 
5-8

 Composes a limited personal response which does not address the statement. (EN4-7D)

 Limited description of the plot, with limited reference to narrative features (EN4-3B)

 Composes a response with limited structure. Elementary spelling, grammar and
punctuation. (EN4-1A)

E 
1-4




