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PICTON HIGH SCHOOL 

STAGE 4: History 

Mediterranean World Source Based Task 

Due Date: 7B & 7L – 30 April 2019 
                    7P – 1st May 2019 
                    7J, 7N, 7F – 2nd May 2019 
                    7M – 3rd May 2019 

Task Name:  Mediterranean World Source Based Task 

Mark:   x/30 Weighting:  30% 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
 
HT 4.2 describes major periods of historical time and sequences events, people and societies from the 
past.  
HT 4.3 describes and assesses the motives and actions of past individuals and groups in the context of 
past societies.  
HT 4.6 uses evidence from sources to support historical narratives and explanation.  
HT 4.9 uses a range of historical terms and concepts when communicating an understanding of the past. 

 

Directive: 
Explain: - Provide details to make clear 

Text Type: 
Factual Text 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
 
You will be provided with 3 different sources relating to Ancient Egypt named Source A, Source B, and 
Source C.  
 
For each source you will be required to answers questions that demonstrate your ability to: 

 Use evidence from sources to provide historical explanations 

 Describe aspects of major periods of time 

 Describe and assess the motives and actions of past individuals 

 Use historical terms and concepts correctly when you communicate an understanding of the 
past. 
 
 

The source questions will get progressively harder as you move from source A to Source C.  Make sure 
you pay attention to how many marks each source is worth to ensure you are answering in enough 
detail. 

 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA: 
You will be assessed on your ability to: 

 Use evidence from different sources to provide historical explanation 

 Write well composed answers using complete sentences and structured paragraphs where 
required. 

 Accurately describe aspects of Ancient History in the Mediterranean World, correctly assessing 
the motives of past individuals. 

 Accurately use historical terms and concepts in your written responses. 
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Assessment Policy – check your assessment booklet for further details. 

 Every student is expected to submit or sit for all assessment tasks by the due date.  

 Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 who do not submit tasks by the due date will lose 10% of the total 

marks every day the task is late. It will be marked on a sliding scale: After 5 days the mark is zero. 

 If a student requires an extension on an assessment task, the application for an extension must be in 

writing and submitted to the Head Teacher at least one week before the due date of the assessment.  

 

PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism is when you pretend that work you have handed in is yours, when you know you have 

copied it from the internet, a book, or someone else. Plagiarism usually involves direct word-for-

word copying as in ‘copy and paste’. Quotes from sources must include quotation marks (“  “). 

Any evidence of plagiarism in this assignment will result in a zero mark for the whole 

assignment.  

To avoid plagiarism:  

 Write your own notes down as you analyse each source. 

 Write your answers in your own words. 

 Write drafts of your answers and ask Mum/ Dad/ Teachers etc to proof read them and give 

feedback. 

 Never cut and paste. 

CHECKLIST: 
 I have provided answers to all of the questions in this task. 
 I have used evidence from the sources where required. 
 I have written in full sentence answers at all times. I have written complete paragraphs where 
instructed to. 
 I have used correct historical terminology in my answers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS YOUR NAME: ______________________  WHO IS YOUR TEACHER: ___________ 
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Source A 

Source A is from Egypt during the Middle Kingdom. It is a first-hand account of a servant 

who was sent on an important job by the Pharaoh Mentuhotep 2nd in 2050BC. 

The servant was sent from Memphis (Cairo) to Hatnub – about 250 kms away. At Hatnub 

there were large stone quarries. The servant was instructed to bring back a big stone 

altar (raised platform) for the Pharaoh.  

 
 

 

1) What type of source is Source A? Is it primary or secondary? (1) 

 

________________________    

 

2) What type of stone was Mentuhotep 2nd’s altar made from? (1) 

 

___________________________  

 

3) How did the servant organise to bring the stone altar back to Memphis?  2) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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4) If one cubit is 44 cms long, how long and how wide in metres was the servant’s barge? 

(1) _________________________________________________________ 

 

5) What reasons might explain why the servant’s barge had to be so large? (3) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Why did the servant undertake this task in the third month of summer?  (2) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Source B 

Source B is written by the Greek historian Herodotus who visited Egypt in the 5th 

Century BC. Herodotus provides direct first- person evidence of how Egyptian 

Priests lived at this time. 

The priests shave themselves all over their body every other day, so that no lice or 

any other foul thing may come to be upon them in their ministry to the gods. The 

priests wear freshly washed garments of linen only and sandals of papyrus, and 

any other garment they may not take nor other sandals. They wash themselves in 

cold water twice in the day and twice again in the night; and other religious 

services they perform (one may almost say) of infinite number. 

 They enjoy also good things not a few, for they do not consume or spend anything 

of their own substance, but there is sacred bread baked for them and they have 

each great quantity of flesh of oxen and geese coming in to them each day, and also 

wine of grapes is given to them; but it is not permitted to them to taste of fish.  

The Egyptians do not at all sow beans in their land, and those which grow they 

neither eat raw nor boil for food; nay the priests do not endure even to look upon 

them, thinking this to be an unclean kind of pulse. There is not one priest only for 

each of the gods but many, and of them one is chief-priest, and whenever a priest 

dies his son is appointed to his place. 

 

7) What types of regular rituals does Herodotus describe Egyptian priests undertaking to 

keep themselves pure for the gods? (3) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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8) Describe the diet of the Priests of Ancient Egypt as explained by Herodotus. (3) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

9) What evidence is contained in Source B to explain why people of Ancient Egypt might have 

been attracted to becoming a priest as an occupation?   (2) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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The mystery of Nefertiti’s Bust 

 

The bust of the Ancient Egyptian Queen Nefertiti was discovered in 1912 by 

German Archaeologist Ludwig Borchardt. It is believed to have been created in 

1345 BC by a sculptor named Thutmose. It is 48 cm high and weighs about 20 kgs. 

The bust is limestone covered by a plaster finish called stucco. It is currently in the 

Berlin Museum. 

Controversy: In recent times several scholars have come forward claiming the bust is a 20th 

century fake. These people claim the archaeologist Borchardt used ancient pigments 

(colours) he found in Egypt to paint a bust he made himself, modelled on his wife. The 

motivation was said to be the money he could make by selling ‘authentic’ Egyptian 

artefacts. 
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Source C  

 by Hernanday Oleary – PhD in Egyptology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10)  If it is authentic, would Nefertiti’s bust be a primary source, a secondary source, an 

artefact or a combination of these? Explain your answer. (2) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Archaeologists working in Egypt with Borchardt at the time never mentioned the 

finding of this bust. Its discovery is not recorded in the official records of the dig. The 

archaeologist Borchardt himself didn’t produce the object for the public until 1923 – 11 

years after he is supposed to have found it. Borchartdt knew it was a fake. If he thought it 

was genuine, it would be like leaving Tutankhamun’s Death mask in your living room for 

11 years. 

The bust is unlike any bust ever found from Ancient Egypt. It is the only bust from this 

period that has stucco plaster over a limestone base. All other Egyptian busts and statues 

involve sculpting down a single piece of stone – never plastering it.  

The colour is also wrong.  The Egyptians were often depicted in many different colours, 

often having a symbolic meaning.  Dark brown is most common.  For females usually it 

was dark brown, yellow brown or golden-brown type colours.  Dead were often depicted 

in white (like ghost white).  Gods depicted in jet black like Osiris and Amun (supreme 

god). and Ptah depicted in green (a god), water goddess like nut in blue.  The bust doesn't 

fall into any known category we find anywhere in Egypt.  It seems to be painted in a 

modern-day flesh colour of a white person, possibly with a tan.   

Finally, this bust of Nefertiti looks nothing like other known depictions of her, or her 

family members. 

 

 

 

 

Consider this bust showing Nefertiti’s daughter. The length of the 

neck, the shade of skin, the shape of the face all looks entirely 

different to the bust of Nefertiti. Stylistically the two busts also 

look nothing alike. 
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11)  Using a combination of Source C, the information on page 7, and your own research, 

explain the controversy surrounding the authenticity of Nefertiti’s bust. You should 

write your response in a series of structured paragraphs such as the PEEL paragraph 

model.  (10) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Marking Criteria Source A 

Criteria Marks 

1) Answer correctly identifies the type of source. 1 

2) Answer correctly identifies the type of stone. 1 

3) Student explains in a full sentence answer in their own words how 
the servant got the altar back to Memphis. 
 
Student just directly quotes the source or provides an answer that 
isn’t in a complete sentence related to the return of the altar. 

 

2 
 
 

1 

4) Student correctly calculates the length and width of the barge in 
metres. 
 

1 

5) Answer provides at least two different relevant reasons in a well-
structured response using multiple full sentences. Student uses 
information from the source in their answer. 
 
Answer provides at least two different relevant reasons in a 
response that is structured but may not use information from the 
source or use multiple sentences. 
 
Answer provides at two relevant reasons in an unstructured 
response or, provides one relevant reason in a structured response. 

3 
 

 
2 
 
 
 

1 
 

6) Student explains in their own words using evidence from the source 
why the servant undertook the task at this time.  
 
Student just quotes from the source, or makes a general comment 
related to the question. 
 

2 
 

1 
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Marking Criteria Source B 

Criteria Mark 

7) Using information from the source, the student is able to identify 
at least 3 different cleansing rituals Priests undertook. The answer 
is well composed in their own words with full sentence answers. 
 
The student identifies two to three cleansing rituals in an answer 
that may use considerable direct quoting from the source or be 
written in sentences that are not well composed. 
 
The answer is essentially just a direct quote from the source or is 
poorly constructed demonstrating minimal understanding. 

 

3 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

1 

8) Using information from the source, the student writes in their own 
words a comprehensive description of the diet of Priests as 
described by Herodotus. 
 
Student describes the diet of Egyptian Priests, but may miss some 
important elements, or use considerable source quoting instead of 
their own words. 
 
Student is likely to quote excessively from the source. Makes one 
or two observations about the diet of Egyptian priests. 

3 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

1 

9) Student is able to determine two relevant reasons from the source 
that could have attracted people to the priesthood. Answer is 
written in a full sentence. 
 
Student makes one observation from the source that may have 
attracted people to the priesthood. Or, may make two 
observations in an answer that is not written in full sentence 
structure. 

2 

 

1 
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Marking Criteria Source C 

Criteria Mark 

 Student writes a well-composed and detailed explanation of the 
controversy surrounding the bust of Nefertiti.  

 The student makes use of source C and other information 
provided, as well as clearly demonstrating evidence and detail 
from their own research.  

 The student’s response is written in well-structured paragraphs, 
uses historical terms and concepts successfully, and has a 
minimum of spelling or grammatical errors. 

 

 

9-10 

 Student writes a structured explanation with some detail of the 

controversy surrounding the bust of Nefertiti.  

 The student uses source C and other information provided and 

should provide some evidence and detail of their own research.  

 The student’s response is written in paragraphs, uses some 
historical terms and concepts successfully, and may have a few 
spelling or grammatical errors. 

 

 

7-8 

 Student writes an explanation of the controversy surrounding the 
bust of Nefertiti.  

 The student makes use of source C and other information 
provided and may provide some evidence and detail from their 
own research.  

 The student attempts to write in structured paragraphs and may 
use some historical terms and concepts successfully. 

 

 

5-6 

 Student attempts to explain the controversy surrounding 
Nefertiti’s bust. 

 The student makes basic use of source C and/or other information 
provided. They are unlikely to have undertaken their own 
research. 

 Some attempt to write a structured answer is evident – either in 
terms of properly structured sentences, or a structured paragraph. 

 

 

3-4 

 Student makes some statement/s or observation/s relevant to the 
controversy surrounding Nefertiti’s bust. 

1-2 

 


