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PRELIMINARY MODERN HISTORY 

INVESTIGATING THE NATURE OF HISTORY 

Due Date:  Thursday 28th March 2019 Assessment Name:  Contestability of the Past History 
                                     Source Based Task 

Mark:   /30 Weighting:  30% 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
 
MH11.2   A student proposes ideas about the varying causes and effects of events and developments. 
MH11.3   A student analyses the role of historical features, individuals, groups and ideas in shaping the past 
MH11.6   A student analyses and interprets different types of sources for evidence to support an historical account or 
argument. 
MH11.10 A student discusses contemporary methods and issues involved in the investigation of Modern History 

 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 
 
Propose:  Put forward (for example a point of view, idea, argument, suggestion) for consideration or action 
Analyse:   Identify components and the relationship between them; draw out and relate implications 
Discuss:    Identify issues and provide points for and/or against 

 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
 
You will be required to complete a source based examination on the Contestability of the Past. This will include 
unseen sources relating to the topics you have studied in class, together with unrelated sources. This will be 
completed during class time on Thursday 28th March 2019.  
 
You will be assessed on your ability to analyse a variety of sources and your ability to effectively apply the 
technique of PERU to each source. You must use the sources to propose an idea about the effect of particular 
events on the modern world and discuss the issues involved in investigating Modern History. 
 
Your examination will be made up of the following sections: 
 
PART A: Short Answer Responses- 20 marks 
PART B: Extended Response- 10 Marks 
 
Your extended response will require you to analyse how the prescribed sources would be useful to a historian 
investigating the event.  
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
You will be assessed on your ability to: 

- Apply the elements of PERU to a variety of prescribed sources. 
- Analyse how useful a source would be to a historian studying a particular event 
- Discuss the issues involved in investigating Modern History. 
- Propose and put forward an idea about a particular event or development. 
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EXTENDED RESPONSE MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 

 
 Highly detailed and sustained analysis, argument and comparison of the sources and 
their role in the investigation of Modern History. 

 Highly effective analysis and application of PERU to both sources and how useful they 
would be to a historian investigating the event. 

 Highly effective discussion of the perspective and reliability of the prescribed sources 
and their usefulness as evidence to support a historical argument. 
 

 
 

9-10 

 
 Detailed and sustained analysis, argument and comparison of the sources and their 
role in the investigation of Modern History. 

 Effective analysis and application of PERU to both sources and how useful they would 
be to a historian investigating the event. 

 Effective discussion of the perspective and reliability of the prescribed sources and 
their usefulness as evidence to support a historical argument. 

 

 
 

7-8 

 
 Student attempts to construct a sound argument and comparison of the sources and 
their role in the investigation of Modern History. 

 Student attempts to apply some elements of PERU to one or both sources. 

 Sound discussion of the perspective and reliability of the prescribed sources and their 
usefulness as evidence to support a historical argument. 

 

 
 

5-6 

 
 Student attempts a basic comparison of the sources and their role in the investigation 
of Modern History. 

 Student attempts to apply some elements of PERU to one or both sources at a basic 
level. 

 Basic discussion of the perspective and reliability of the prescribed sources and their 
usefulness as evidence to support a historical argument. 

 

 
 

3-4 

 Limited or no discussion of the sources and their role in the investigation of Modern 
History. 

 Limited or no application of PERU to the prescribed sources. 

 Limited or no discussion of the perspective and reliability of the prescribed sources 
and their usefulness as evidence to support a historical argument. 
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