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YEAR 11 Ancient History – Preliminary HSC Course 

HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION RESEARCH TASK 

Due Date: Friday 14th June: Week 7 
 

Assessment Name:  Historical Investigation Task 

Mark:   x/25 Weighting:  40 % 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
AH11-3: A student analyses the role of historical features, individuals and groups in shaping the past 
AH11-5: A student examines the significance of historical features, people, places, events and developments of the 
Ancient World 
AH11-6: A student analyses and interprets different types of sources for evidence to support an historical account 
or argument. 
AH11-7: A student discusses and evaluates differing interpretations and representations of the past. 
 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 
Interpret: Draw meaning from 
Examine: Inquire into 
Evaluate: Make a judgement based on criteria; determine the value of 
Discuss: Identify Issues and provide points for and/or against 
Analyse” Identify components and the relationships between them. 
 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
You are to choose ONE option from EITHER Task A OR Task B.  
 
Task A: Research Essay 
 

 Choose a question relating to an individual, event or theme from One Ancient Society in Ancient Egypt 
(4000 BC to 500 AD) 

 Research your chosen question using the internet and reference books relevant to your study. You are 
expected to refer to at least TWO books and THREE educational journals/websites. AT LEAST TWO 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES MUST BE REFERENCED AND INCLUDED IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

 Once your research is completed, you are to write an essay answering your chosen question. Your response 
is required to be within 1000-1200 words and must include referencing by either footnotes or endnotes 
where appropriate. 

 In addition to your research essay you must analyse ONE of your sources (100-250 words). Your analysis 
should discuss 

i) The perspective of this source 
ii) Whether its information can be assessed as reliable 
iii) How useful you found the source – explaining how you used it. 
iv) Whether the source had any limitations for your research. 

 
Your response needs to be typed, doubled spaced, and have a total word count at the end of the essay. Any 
plagiarism will result in a Zero mark and the issuing of an N-warning. 
 
Task B: Film Study Essay 
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Question: With reference to historical sources, discuss the extent to which your chosen film demonstrates 
historical accuracy. 
 

 Write a comparative analysis of an historical film (from the choices provided below) in the format of a 
structured response within 1000-1200 words in response to the question above. Your response must 
include referencing by either footnotes or endnotes where appropriate. Choose ONE of the following films. 

 
Alexander (2004);  Gladiator (2000); Clash of the Titans (2010); Troy (2004); 300 (2006); Beowulf (2007) 

 

 AT LEAST TWO PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES MUST BE REFERENCED AND INCLUDED IN A 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

 Provide in your response a brief overview of the historical period; the specific genre of the film and the 
impact this has on the portrayal; how the evidence either supports or disproves the events in the film; the 
impact of costuming, setting and characterisation on historical accuracy; a summary of the film’s plotline 
and how this influences modern day people’s perception of the historical event. 

 In addition to your research essay you must analyse ONE of your sources (100-250 words). Your analysis 
should discuss 

i) The perspective of this source 
ii) Whether its information can be assessed as reliable 
iii) How useful you found the source – explaining how you used it. 
iv) Whether the source had any limitations for your research. 

 
Your response needs to be typed, doubled spaced, and have a total word count at the end of the essay. Any 
plagiarism will result in a Zero mark and the issuing of an N-warning. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
You will be assessed on your ability to: 

- Accurately locate relevant and useful information from historical sources. 
- Communicate effectively about the past using appropriate and well-structured written forms. 
- Successfully demonstrate the use of historical knowledge, concepts and terms. 

 

 
ASSESSMENT TASKS MUST BE SUBMITTED ON THE DUE DATE UNLESS PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN 

AGREED TO BY THE FACULTY HEAD TEACHER. A ZERO MARK WILL BE AWARDED TO ANY STUDENT WHO FAILS TO 

SUBMIT THE ASSESSMENT TASK OR IS ABSENT WITHOUT THE APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTATION. IF YOU KNOW 

YOU WILL BE AWAY ON THE DUE DATE FOR A VALID REASON – INCLUDING WORKPLACEMENT OR 

REPRESENTATIVE SPORT – YOU MUST NOTIFY YOUR TEACHER IN WRITING BEFORE THE DUE DATE SO THAT 

APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE.  PLEASE REFER TO THE STUDENT ASSESSMENT BOOKLET FOR 

MORE INFORMATION. 

 

 

 

 

MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 
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- Student presents an outstanding response in relation to the essay question. Key 
historical factors have been identified and interpreted evaluating their significance in 
contributing to change and/or continuity in the Ancient World. 

- Student demonstrates an outstanding ability to examine, select and organise relevant 
information from a variety of sources. 

- Student presents a sustained argument through a sophisticated discussion and 
analysis of the key features and issues of the topic. Differing perspectives and 
interpretations of the past have been evaluated. 

- Essay effectively and consistently uses a recognised system of referencing. 
- Student demonstrates a superior ability to analyse a source referring to its 

perspective, reliability and usefulness. 
- The bibliography presents a varied and accurate list of research materials in a 

consistent and correct format. 
- Meets word limits. 

 
 
 

- Student presents a coherent response in relation to the essay question. Key historical 
factors have been identified and interpreted evaluating their significance in 
contributing to change and/or continuity in the Ancient World. 

- Student demonstrates a high ability to examine, select and organise relevant 
information from a variety of sources. 

- Student supports an argument through a detailed discussion and analysis of sources. 
- Essay consistently uses a recognised system of referencing. 
- Student demonstrates a high ability to analyse a source referring to its perspective, 

reliability and usefulness. 
- The bibliography presents the required list of research materials in a consistent and 

correct format. 
- Meets word limits 

 
 
 

- Student attempts to interpret key historical factors, providing a sound analysis of 
their significance in contributing to change and/or continuity in the Ancient world. 

- Student demonstrates a sound capacity to examine, select and organise relevant 
information from a variety of sources. 

- Student demonstrates a sound ability to discuss and analyse sources. 
- Essay may inconsistently use a recognised system of referencing. 
- Student demonstrates some ability to analyse a source referring to its perspective, 

reliability and usefulness. 
- The bibliography presents the required list of research materials in a mostly 

consistent and correct format. 
- Meets word limits. 

 
 
 

- Student’s response is mostly narrative, may make an attempt to interpret key 
historical factors. Provides a basic analysis of their significance in contributing to 
change and/or continuity in the Ancient world. 

- Student demonstrates a basic capacity to examine, select and organise relevant 
information from a variety of sources. 

- Student demonstrates a basic ability to discuss and analyse sources. 
- Essay inconsistently uses a recognised system of referencing. 
- Student demonstrates a basic ability to analyse a source referring to its perspective, 

reliability and usefulness. 
- The bibliography may not meet the list of required research materials. Formatting 

may be incorrect or inconsistent. 
- Response may not meet word limits. 

 
 
 

- Student’s response is limited narrative, may make a limited attempt to interpret key 
historical factors. Provides a limited analysis of their significance in contributing to 
change and/or continuity in the Ancient world. 

- Student demonstrates a limited capacity to examine, select and organise relevant 
information from a variety of sources. 

- Student demonstrates a limited ability to discuss and analyse sources. 
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- Referencing is missing or minimal. 
- Student demonstrates a limited ability to analyse a source referring to its perspective, 

reliability and usefulness. 
- The bibliography may be missing, or does not meet the list of required research 

materials. Formatting may be incorrect or inconsistent.  
- Response may not meet word limits. 

 

 


