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YEAR 11 AGRICULTURE 

FARM CASE STUDY 

Due Date: 22nd March, 2019 Assessment Name:  Farm Case Study 

Mark:   x/45 Weighting:  15% 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
P1.1 Describes the complex, dynamic and interactive nature of agricultural production systems 
P1.2 Describes the factors that influence agricultural systems 
P2.1 Describes the biological and physical resources and applies the processes that cause changes in plant and 

animal production systems. 
P3.1 Describes the role of decision-making in the management and marketing of agricultural 
         products in response to consumer and market requirements  
P5.1 Identifies the role of  associated technologies and technological innovation in producing and 
         marketing agricultural products 
 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 

Applies: - Use, utilise, employ in a particular situation 

Describe: - Provide characteristics and features of the farm with its associated production systems as basic unit of 

agricultural production 

Identify: - Recognise the role of technology and innovation as important in the production, processing and 

marketing of agricultural products 

 

 
 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
 
You are required to visit a farm enterprise and learn about the farm as a production unit. This involves all the 
factors that farmers take into account when running their agricultural enterprises. These factors range from 
decisions the farmers make (management) towards their business (enterprise) and the natural resources (physical 
and biological) that they have to work with to form a successful business. 
 

What information do I need to collect  
 
General Farm Information 
        

 Description        

 Goals of the farmer        

 Farm Safety        

 Plan of the property        

 Farm Technology        
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Specific Information 
 

 Natural Systems        

 Farming Systems        

 Social Systems        
 

What I need to complete 
 
(i) Case Study Booklet must be completed and submitted 
 
(ii) Farm Case Study Written Report - A 2 page or 1000 words written report  

 
The report should address all the questions below  
 

What you need to know and do 

 

1. Describe the farm, stating the production objectives of the farmer including farm safety practices 
2. Describe the different systems that operate on the farm to include observable natural, farming and social 

systems 
3. Describe the planning of the property and how the different components that are present on the farm 

interact together to ensure efficient production 
4. Describe how feedback from the consumers influences the production and management decisions that the 

farmer has to make 
5. Identify the different types of technology and innovations that the farmer uses in the production, processing 

and marketing of the agricultural products 

 

  

 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
You will be assessed on your ability to: 

- Write a Farm Case Study report 
- Address each of the questions outlined above 
- Provide a response to each question that clearly addressed the DIRECTIVES 
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MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

P1.1 Describes the complex, dynamic and interactive nature of agricultural production systems 

Description Possible Mark Actual Mark 

Outstanding description of the farm, including production objectives of 
the farmer and farm safety practices 
 

- Excellent description of the farm in terms of its location and area 
- Provides 4  clear objectives of the farmer, including long and short term 

goals 
- Provides 4 examples of farm safety practices employed by the farmer, to 

include 2 examples of hazard identification and control strategies 
- Demonstrates a clear and excellent understanding of the question and 

requirements of the directive  

8 - 9 

 

High level description of the farm, including production objectives of the 
farmer and farm safety practices 
 

- Good description of the farm in terms of its location and area 
- Provides 3  clear objectives of the farmer, to include long and short term 

goals 
- Provides 3 examples of farm safety practices employed by the farmer, to 

include 1 example of hazard identification and control strategy 
- Demonstrates a clear and good understanding of the question and 

requirements of the directive 

6-7 

 

Sound level description of the farm, including production objectives of the 
farmer and farm safety practices 
 

- Satisfactory description of the farm in terms of its location and area 
- Provides 2  clear objectives of the farmer, to include some long and short 

term goals 
- Provides 2 examples of farm safety practices employed by the farmer, 

may and may not include hazard identification and control strategies 
- Demonstrates a good understanding of the question and requirements of 

the directive 

4-5 

 

Basic level description of the farm, including production objectives of the 
farmer and farm safety practices 
 

- Presents a basic description of the farm in terms of its location and area 
- Provides 1  objective of the farmer, including long or short term goals 
- Provides 1 example of farm safety practices employed by the farmer, 

may and may not include hazard identification and control strategies 
- Demonstrates a basic understanding of the question and requirements of 

the directive 

2-3 

 

Limited level description of the farm, including production objectives of 
the farmer and farm safety practices. 
 

- Limited or no attempt to presents a description of the farm in terms of 
location and area, including the production objectives and safety 
practices of the farmer  

- Demonstrates a limited or no understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

0-1 
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P1.2 Describes the factors that influence agricultural systems 

Description Possible Mark Actual Mark 

Outstanding level of description of the different systems that operate on 
the farm that includes natural, farming and social systems 
 

- Excellent description of  natural systems to include:- climate, soil type, 
vegetation and water sources  

- Excellent description of  farming systems to include all subsystems such 
as:- resource, plant, management, microbial and invertebrate 
subsystems  

- Excellent description of  social systems to include:- market, cultural and 
economic forces  

- Demonstrate a clear and excellent understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

8-9 

 

High level of description of the different systems that operate on the farm 
that includes natural, farming and social systems 
 

- Good description of  natural systems to include:- climate, soil type, 
vegetation and water sources  

- Good description of  farming systems to include all subsystems such as:- 
resource, plant, management, microbial and invertebrate subsystems  

- Good description of  social systems to include:- market, cultural and 
economic forces  

- Demonstrate a clear and good understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

6-7 

 

Sound level of description of the different systems that operate on the 
farm that includes natural, farming and social systems 
 

- Satisfactory description of  natural systems to include:- climate, soil type, 
vegetation and water sources  

- Satisfactory description of  farming systems to include some of the 
subsystems such as:- resource, plant, management, microbial and 
invertebrate subsystems  

- Satisfactory description of  social systems to include:- market, cultural 
and economic forces  

- Demonstrate a good understanding of the question and requirements of 
the directive 

4-5 

 

Basic level of description of the different systems that operate on the farm 
that includes natural, farming and social systems 
 

- Basic description of  natural systems to include:- climate, soil type, 
vegetation and water sources  

- Basic description of  farming systems to include some of the subsystems 
such as:- resource, plant, management, microbial and invertebrate 
subsystems  

- Basic description of  social systems to include:- market, cultural and 
economic forces  

- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the question and requirements of 
the directive 

2-3 

 

Limited level of description of the different systems that operate on the 
farm that includes natural, farming and social systems 
 

- Limited or no attempt to presents a description of the different systems 
in terms of natural, farming and social systems 

- Demonstrates a limited or no understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

0-1 
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P2.1 Describes the biological and physical resources and applies the processes that cause changes in plant and 

animal production systems 

Description Possible Mark Actual Mark 

Outstanding level of description of  the planning of the property and how the 
different components that are present on the farm interact together to 
ensure efficient production 
 

- Excellent description of the farm showing physical boundaries and size  
- Excellent description of  the physical features of the farm showing 

features such as residential houses, silo and feed shed  
- Excellent description of biological features of the farm, including bush 

and riparian areas as applicable  
- Excellent description of  the farm topography, to include the gradient, 

rocky, undulating or/and flat land  
- Excellent description of  water sources, for example creeks, dams, tanks, 

Sydney water and irrigation systems  
- Demonstrate a clear and excellent understanding of the question and 

requirements of the directive 

8 - 9 

 

High level of description of  the planning of the property and how the 
different components that are present on the farm interact together to 
ensure efficient production 
 

- Good description of the farm showing physical boundaries and size  
- Good description of  the physical features of the farm showing features 

such as residential houses, silo and feed shed  
- Good description of biological features of the farm, including bush and 

riparian areas as applicable  
- Good description of  the farm topography, to include gradient, rocky, 

undulating or/and flat land  
- Good description of  water sources, for example creeks, dams, tanks, 

Sydney water and irrigation systems  
- Demonstrate a clear and good understanding of the question and 

requirements of the directive 

6-7 

 

Sound level of description of  the planning of the property and how the 
different components that are present on the farm interact together to 
ensure efficient production 
 

- Satisfactory description of the farm showing physical boundaries and size  
- Satisfactory description of  the physical features of the farm showing 

some features such as residential houses, silo and feed shed  
- Satisfactory description of biological features of the farm, including bush 

and/or riparian areas as applicable  
- Satisfactory description of  the farm topography that may include 

gradient, rocky, undulating or/and flat land  
- Satisfactory description of  water sources, for example creeks, dams, 

Sydney water, tanks and/or irrigation systems  
- Demonstrate a good understanding of the question and requirements of 

the directive 

4-5 

 

Basic level of description of  the planning of the property and how the 
different components that are present on the farm interact together to 
ensure efficient production 
 

- Basic description of the farm’s physical boundaries and size  
- Basic description of  the physical features of the farm that may include 

residential houses, silo and feed shed  

2-3 
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- Basic description of biological features of the farm that may include bush 
and/or riparian areas  

- Basic description of  the farm topography that may include gradient, 
rocky, undulating or/and flat land  

- Basic description of  water sources, for example creeks, tanks, Sydney 
water, dams and/or irrigation systems  

- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the question and requirements of 
the directive 

Limited level of description of  the planning of the property and how the 
different components that are present on the farm interact together to 
ensure optimum production 
 

- Limited or no attempt to presents a description of the physical and 
biological features of the farm, including the topography and water 
sources  

- Demonstrates a limited or no understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

0-1 

 

 

P3.1 Describes the role of decision-making in the management and marketing of agricultural products in 

response to consumer and market requirements  

Description Possible Mark Actual Mark 

Outstanding level of the description of how feedback from the consumers 
influences the production and management decisions that the farmer has to 
make 
 

- Describes extensively the relationship between  2 management decisions 
and the production process  

- Describes how the relationship between management decision and 
consumer feedback will affect the production process 

- Demonstrate a clear and excellent understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

8-9 

 

High level of the description of how feedback from the consumers influences 
the production and management decisions that  the farmer has to make 

 
- Describes the relationship between  2 management decisions and the 

production process  
- Describes how the relationship between management decision and  

consumer feedback will affect the production process  
- Demonstrate a clear and good understanding of the question and 

requirements of the directive 

6-7 

 

Sound level of the description of how feedback from the consumers 
influences the production and management decisions that the farmer has to 
make 

 
- Describes the relationship between  1 management decision and the 

production process  
- Describes the relationship between management decision, consumer 

feedback and the production process  
- Demonstrate a good  understanding of the question and requirements of 

the directive 

4-5 

 

Basic level of the description of how feedback from the consumers influences 
the production and management decisions made by the farmer 
 

- Presents a basic report on the relationship between production 
processes and management decisions 

- Describes a basic  relationship between consumer feedback, 
management decisions and production processes  

2-3 
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- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the question and requirements of 
the directive 

Limited level of the description of how feedback from the consumers 
influences the production and management decisions that the farmer has to 
make 
 

- Limited or no attempt to evaluate the relationship between production 
processes and management  

- Demonstrate a limited or no understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

0-1 

 

 

P5.1 Identifies the role of associated technologies and technological innovation in producing and marketing 

agricultural products 

Description Possible Mark Actual Mark 

Outstanding level of Identification of the type of  technology  and 
innovations that the farmer employs in the production, processing and 
marketing of the agricultural products 

 
- Identify 4  types of technology used by the farmer in the production and 

processing process 
- Identify 2  types of technology used by the farmer in the marketing 

process 
- Identify a range of technology and technological innovations relevant to 

the production of the product 
- Demonstrate a clear and excellent understanding of the question and 

requirements of the directive 

8 - 9 

 

High level of Identification of the type of  technology  and innovations 
that the farmer employs in the production, processing and marketing of the 
agricultural products 
 

- Identify 2  types of technology used by the farmer in the production and 
processing process 

- Identify 2  types of technology used by the farmer in the marketing 
process 

- Identify a range of technology and technological innovations relevant to 
the production of the product 

- Demonstrate a clear and good understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

6-7 

 

Sound level of Identification of the type of  technology  and innovations 
that the farmer employs in the production, processing and marketing of the 
agricultural products 

 
- Identify 1  type of technology used by the farmer in the production and 

processing process 
- Identify 1  type of technology used by the farmer in the marketing 

process 
- Identify some technology and technological innovations relevant to the 

production of the product 
- Demonstrate a good understanding of the question and requirements of 

the directive 

4-5 

 

Basic level of Identification of the type of  technology  and innovations 
that the farmer employs in the production, processing and marketing of the 
agricultural products 

 
- Basic identification of technology used by the farmer in the production 

and processing process 
- Basic identification of technology used by the farmer in the marketing 

2-3 
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process 
- Basic identification of a few technology and/or technological innovations 

relevant to the production of the product 
- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the question and requirements of 

the directive 

 
Limited level of Identification of the type of  technology  and 
innovations that the farmer employs in the production, processing and 
marketing of the agricultural products 

 
- Limited or no identification of technology used by the farmer in the 

production and processing process 
- Limited or no identification of technology used by the farmer in the 

marketing process 
- Limited or no identification of a few technology and/or technological 

innovations relevant to the production of the product 

- Demonstrate a limited or no understanding of the question and 
requirements of the directive 

0-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


