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YEAR 10 Photography and Digital Imaging 

Visual Essay  

Due Date: Tuesday  29th of October Term 4 week 3 Assessment Name: Portfolio/Exhibit and PDMD 

Mark:   /100 Weighting: 30% 

 

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
5.2 A student makes photographic and digital works informed by their understanding of the function of and   
       relationships between artist-artwork-world-audience. 
5.5 A student makes informed choices to develop and extend concepts and different meanings in their  
      photographic and digital works. 
5.6 A student selects appropriate procedures and techniques to make and refine photographic and digital works 

DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 
Make: to produce, cause to exist or happen. 

Selects: to choose in preference to another or others; pick out. 

TASK DESCRIPTION: There are two parts to this assessment task; Part A is a Visual Essay. Part B is your 
Photography and Digital Media Diary (PDMD). You are required to complete both parts of this task. All work in 
this assessment task should be completed in class although you may take your Photography and Digital Media 
Diary (PDMD) home to complete activities presented in class. Your PDMD and Portfolio needs to be well 
presented, organised and maintained.  
 
Part A: Visual Essay  
Submit the following activity on a black piece of mount board or in your black portfolio for assessment.  
Students make a series of photographic works that are informed by their understanding of artist, artwork, world 
and audience. Images should be visually engaging and respond to a quote or social comment of their choice (Artist 
Artwork, World, Audience).  
Students make photographic images that provide a critical commentary of some kind on a defined topic, working 
as a kind of argument, explanation or discussion.  

- Students chose a quote or social issue that they would like to explore further. Students respond using a 
series of photographic images and limited text. 

- Storyboard/planning for photographs. 
- Using an SLR camera, develop a 35mm black and white roll of film (10-12 frames/shots) 

Part B: Your PDMD is a record of your practical work and how it develops. The diary is used as a tool in teaching 

and learning and provides a link between the teacher and the student. The diary may document the 

conceptualisation or starting point of an artwork whilst leaving open the possibilities and alternatives for the final 

and completed work. The diary can trace the development of student judgement. Students select appropriate 

procedures and techniques to refine their photographic work, these selections are documented in your PDMD. 

Changes in artworks can be negotiated, discussed and worked through; alternative views, multiple ideas, 
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experiments and mistakes can be documented in the diary. Teacher feedback and advice in a student’s diary assists 

students with the development of their artmaking practice.  

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
You will be assessed on your ability to: 
All work in this assessment task should be completed in class although you may take your Photography and 
Digital Media Diary (PDMD) home to complete activities presented in class. Your PDMD and portfolio both need 
to be well organised and maintained. Ensure any missed work is caught up and presented in PDMD or portfolio. 
(See teacher on return to complete set work) 
 
Part A: Visual Essay (70 Marks) 
Submit the following Visual Essay activity (mount board or black portfolio); 
 
What is it? A Visual Essay is a sequence of photographs or other images which are: 

 original, taken and/or created by yourself  
Taken together, the images provide a critical commentary of some kind on a defined topic, working as a kind of 
argument, explanation or discussion. The topic will have been either given to you (e.g. as a range of topics) or 
developed by you in consultation with your teacher. Usually the ‘reading’ of the images in a visual essay is directed 
by such elements as: 

 the sequence of images and how they relate to each other,  

 the juxtaposition of one to the next and how it stands in a series  

 the layout of the page in which the image(s) is placed, and the layout of following and preceding pages 

 captions, including brief analyses, quotations, key words, provocative questions or statements; 

 text integrated within the image or as part of the image (e.g. playing with typographic elements, the visual 
aspects of text);  

 a short text at the beginning (prologue, scene setting) and/or end (epilogue, codicil, reflection). 
 
Part B: Photography and Digital Media Diary (PDMD) (30 Marks) 
You must develop a Photographic Journal to document and record all processes, procedures and evaluations. 
Ensure all test strips and lead up work is presented in PDMD with detailed process notes to accompany each 
activity.  
1. Conduct self-reflection, evidence may be in the form of drawings, photographic and digital documents,     
    collections, sketches, notes, annotated diagrams, critical comments and reflections. 
 
2. Complete procedural recounts/process notes for practical activities.  

 Process: what were you asked to do? Detailed, step by step.  

 Materials: what materials did you use? 

 Aim/purpose: why did you do the activity? 

 Judgement: was the activity successful? Did you like the outcome/result? 
 
3. Maintain an accurate record of all bookwork completed in class. 
 
4. You are encouraged to use your initiative in working beyond the guidelines of this task by completing  
    additional work in your Photography and Digital Media Journal, such as research, image development and   
    experimentation. 

 Present all test strips and darkroom processes and procedures.  
 
 
 
 

 



Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy 
3 

MARKING GUIDELINES: Part A Visual Essay 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 
- Makes photographic images that reflect a comprehensive understanding of artist, 

artwork, world and audience. Highly creative and visually engaging composition that 
reflects a strong understanding of the chosen topic. 

 
Outstanding 

31-35 

- Makes photographic images that reflect a strong understanding of artist, artwork, 
world and audience. Creative and visually engaging composition that reflects a good 
understanding of the chosen topic.   

 

 
High 

             26-30 

- Makes photographic images that reflect a sound understanding of artist, artwork, 
world and audience. Composition reflects some understanding of the chosen topic.  

 
Sound 
16-25 

- Makes photographic images reflect a basic understanding of artist, artwork, world 
and audience. Composition is immature and reflects a simplistic understanding of the 
chosen topic.  

 
Basic 

10- 15 

- Makes photographic images reflect a limited understanding of artist, artwork, world 
and audience. Composition demonstrates little to no consideration of the chosen 
topic.  

 
Limited 

0-9 
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MARKING GUIDELINES: Part A Visual Essay 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 
- Make photographic works that comprehensively and coherently explore the chosen 

topic, providing a critical commentary. Students have completed a series of 
photographic images that provide an outstanding critical commentary of some kind 
on a defined topic, working as a kind of argument, explanation or discussion. 

 
Outstanding 

31-35 

- Make photographic works that show a strong exploration of the chosen topic, 
providing a critical commentary. Students have completed a series of photographic 
images that provide a strong critical commentary of some kind on a defined topic, 
working as a kind of argument, explanation or discussion. 

 
High 

26-30 

- Make photographic works that explore the chosen topic and provide some critical 
commentary. Students have completed a series of photographic images that provide 
a sound critical commentary of some kind on a defined topic, working as a kind of 
argument, explanation or discussion. 

 
Sound 
16-25 

- Makes photographic works that explore some ideas about the chosen topic in their 
artwork. Students have completed a series of photographic images that provide a 
basic critical commentary of some kind on a defined topic, working as a kind of 
argument, explanation or discussion. 
 

 
Basic 

10- 15 

- Makes photographic works that explore few ideas about the chosen topic in their 
artwork. Students have completed a series of photographic images that provide a 
limited critical commentary of some kind on a defined topic, working as a kind of 
argument, explanation or discussion. 
 

 
Limited 

0-9 
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MARKING GUIDELINES: Part B (PDMD) 
 

Guideline  
 

Mark/Grade 
- Selects appropriate darkroom techniques that will enable them to process and print 

images in black and white. Sustained documentation of all darkroom practice, record 
processes and procedures in PDMD that explain and elaborate the intentions, actions 
and choices in making a series of still life photographs for an audience. Students have 
completed storyboard that demonstrates an excellent understanding of creative 
composition. Students have submitted a well organised and maintained PDMD that 
has accurate records of concept development, all test strips labelled with times and 
setting, annotated notes and evaluations. 

 

 
Outstanding 

26-30 

- Selects appropriate darkroom techniques that will enable them to process and print 
images in black and white. Continued documentation of all darkroom practice, record 
processes and procedures in PDMD that explain and elaborate the intentions, actions 
and choices in making a series of still life photographs for an audience. Students have 
completed a storyboard that demonstrates a strong understanding of creative 
composition. Students have submitted a well organised and maintained PDMD that 
has accurate records of concept development, test strips labelled with times and 
settings, annotated notes and evaluations.  
  

 
High 

21-25 

- Selects appropriate darkroom techniques that will enable them to process and print 
images in black and white. Documentation of all darkroom practice, record processes 
and procedures in PDMD that explain intentions, actions and choices in making a 
series of still life photographs for an audience. Students have completed a storyboard 
that demonstrates an understanding of creative composition. Students have 
submitted a well organised and maintained PDMD that has records of concept 
development, test strips labelled with times and settings, annotated notes and 
evaluations.  
 

 
Sound 
15-20 

- Selects some darkroom techniques that will enable them to process and print images 
in black and white. Some documentation of darkroom practice and procedures is 
evident in their PDMD. Students have attempted a storyboard task. Students have a 
PDMD that has some records of test strips.  

 
Basic 
10-14 

- Selects some darkroom techniques that will enable them to process and print images 
in black and white. Some documentation of darkroom practice and procedures is 
evident in their PDMD. Students have attempted the visual essay task and may have 
some shots for a storyboard. Students have a PDMD that has some records of test 
strips.  

 

 
Limited 

0-9 

 

 


