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Totem of the Tharawal people   

Principal’s Message 

This will be the final Newsletter for 2022 and although there have been some great “wins” 

over the year we will all look forward to a refreshing start in 2023. 

 

The students have bounced back in term 4 but it is clear in some of their unusual 

behaviours, that they need more time to process the recent tragedy. The most disturbing 

of which is a jump in the number of students who choose to strike at friends and peers, 

where they normally do not display this. The upcoming holidays will provide them with 

more time to heal. 

 

We have been running a Wellbeing program called Open Parachute for year 9 students 

to assist them in processing what they may be going through. The teachers tell me that it 

is getting mixed reviews from the students. We will be discussing the future of the 

program over the next few weeks and whether we will continue in 2023. 

 
The Open Parachute program is funded by the Sebastian Foundation run by Guy and 

Jules Sebastian. They also reached out to us a few weeks ago with a small window of 

time when Guy could come to speak and perform. It was also attended by his wife and 

co-partner - Jules. It was a magical experience and the students where again a credit to 
the school and the community. 
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Uniform update 

 

Next week, most of the new summer stock will be available at the new uniform shop on 

the cnr Argyle and Larkin in Tahmoor. The junior girl’s shorts are still being manufacture 

and will not be available until late January or once school starts. See the attached 

uniform flyer from Yeronga about costs, operating hours and stock. I have arranged with 

the company to freeze uniform costs as they are this year. If however, you will 

experience difficulty purchasing uniform for your child(ren) please contact the school 

during school operating hours to arrange for a uniform assistance form. 

 

Over this term I have been in discussions with the P&C, staff and students about allowing 

year 10 students to wear the senior uniform. Although responses have been mixed, I 

found I could not guarantee that stock would be available for purchase for year 10s as 

the orders I placed for uniform stock were for year 11 and 12 only. If year 10 also 

purchased form this original order, uniform may not be available for year 11 and year 12. 

This means that for 2023, year 10 will still have to purchase the junior uniform or continue 

wearing the old one. 

 

To be better prepared for 2024, the last group I need to seek opinions from, are you the 

parents, especially parents of this year’s year 9 and even year 8 students. To do that I 

have made this simple survey to gather your opinions. Although it will not help with the 

current year 9 students, I can take this information back to the community to better 

inform stock purchase options for 2024. If you have time, I value your input. Click the link 

or copy and paste it into a web browser to run the survey. (paper copy users will have to 

re-type the complete address). 
 

https://forms.gle/FHQ5i6gXfTidiFT37 

https://forms.gle/FHQ5i6gXfTidiFT37


 

 

PRICE LIST 

Picton High School 

The Experienced School Uniform Specialist 
 

Our mission is to help our communities dress 
their students with ease in premium quality 

school uniform that is affordable. 
 

 
 

Yeronga School Uniforms 

Trading Hours 
Tuesday 9.30 – 4.00 

Wednesday 9.30 – 4.00 
Thursday 12.00 – 5.30 

 
January Trading Hours 
Tuesday 9.30 – 4.00 

Wednesday 9.30 – 4.00 
Thursday 12.00 – 5.30 
Saturday 9.00 – 1.00 

Uniform Size Price 

GIRLS 

Blouse S/S Senior ( Yr 11-12 ) All Sizes $43.00 

 

Payment Details 
EFTPOS / Credit Card 
Layby Available 

 

Tahmoor 

Shop 8 – 148 Remembrance 
Driveway Tahmoor 2573 

 
P: 02 7255 0658 
E: tahmoor@yerongauniforms.com 

 

 

 
www.yerongauniforms.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
White & Logo 

 
Polo Short Sleeve Junior (Yr 7-10) All Sizes $40.00 
Sky & Grey Logo 

 
Elastic Shorts (Yr 7 -12 ) All Sizes $43.00 
 
Elastic Trousers All Sizes $50.00

 
 

Uniform Size Price 

UNISEX 
  

School Jacket 

Grey & Sky Logo 

All Sizes $70.00 

Sport Polo 
Grey, White, Sky 

All Sizes $40.00 

Sport Shorts 
Grey, White, Sky 

All Sizes $33.00 

 

White & Logo  

Polo Short Sleeve Junior (Yr 7-10) 
Sky & Grey Logo 

All Sizes $40.00 

Skirt (Yr 7-12 ) 
Grey & Sky Check 

All Sizes $48.00 

Pants (Yr 7 –12) All Sizes $50.00 

Skorts (7 – 12) 
Grey & Sky Check 

(Please Note Limited Stock) 

All Sizes $39.00 

BOYS 
  

Shirt S/S Senior (Yr 11 -12) All Sizes $36.00 

 

mailto:tahmoor@yerongauniforms.com
http://www.yerongauniforms.com/


 

 

Presentation Day (Monday 5th December) event arrangements 

 

Our school hall remains out of action however I am pleased to say that the final stages 

of refurbishment have now commenced, and our hall should be fully operational around 

the end of term 1, 2023. Unfortunately, the problem of a lack of suitable space still 

remains for this year. In the past we have been able to rent out space for Presentation 

Night nearby, however, there is no space near us now large enough. For hopefully the 

last time, we will be running a modified event in our school movement studio. 

To ensure we allow as many parents as possible to attend the event we will run the 

Presentation event several times during the day in alphabetical groupings so that 

parents only have to come once. Parents of award winners will be receiving an SMS / 

email notification in the next few days. 

 

Group 1 - 10.15 am – 11.30 am  all award winners whose surnames start with A-K 

Group 2 - 11.45 am – 1.00 pm all award winners whose surnames start with H-Q 

Group 3 - 1.30 pm – 2.45 pm   all award winners whose surnames start with R-Z 
 

Rewards Excursions 

Given the pressure our students have experienced over the past few years, my 

Wellbeing staff have presented a strong case to reward most students with a rewards 

type excursion at the end of the year. Year advisors and my Wellbeing team are 

arranging a range of venues, students will visit. Unsafe or uncooperative students will not 

be able to attend. They are being spoken too by Year advisors and Deputies where 

alternative arrangements are being made. Students on monitoring cards or on 

suspension, will also not be attending. 

 

Curriculum 2023 

This is the time of year that we like to post out class lists and provide timetables, however, 

we have so many staff changes happening, that it is hard to keep up. We have lost both 

of our stage 6 Engineering teachers and some metal teachers. I will know later this week 

whether we can get a replacement, but most schools are competing for very few 

trained teachers. We are currently working through ten teacher vacancies. Once we 

have that locked down, we should be able to complete our timetable. Any staffing issue 

we still have, we will discuss with students and their parents. 

 

WH&S 

To be compliant with departmental policies I must, where possible conduct a series of 

satiety “drills” to prepare our students in the case of emergencies. Next week (our week 

9) we will be conducting a “Lockdown drill” followed by an Emergency Evacuation drill. 

The Lockdown will require all students in all classrooms to practice going into a lockable 

classroom and keeping quiet and low for a period of time. I find this drill the most 

unsettling for students. We will be preparing them on our Monday morning assembly but 

if you could also discuss it with your children, explaining it is a normal part of school 

operation, together we can make them feel safer. 

 
School Gym 

We have recently opened our supervised gym to structure student groups during breaks. 

Boys, girls, mixed, young, and older groups are operating. I hope to have some photos 

for you soon. 



 

 

Friday morning Fitness at the Leisure Centre 

A number of our students engage in fitness activities each Friday morning with the PCYC 

at the Wollondilly Community Leisure Centre. The program is supported by a number of 

teachers who engage in the activities each week with the students. Following the 

morning’s activities, teachers provide breakfast for the students before taking them back 

to school in time for normal lessons. To support this program, we have been provided a 

generous donation from Brian and the crew from All Aspects of Plumbing. We would like 

to thank them for their support of our students and the Leisure Centre for the opportunity 

to use their facilities. Without these generous donations, programs such as this would not 

be able to continue. 
 

 
 

PHS Breakfast Club 

Picton High School has a breakfast program available 4 days a week where, students 

are provided toast and cereal and other breakfast options before school. Each day we 

have approximately 50 students who come along to eat the breakfast provided. We 

would like to thank the Food Bank for their contributions to this program. 

 

Playground Toilets 

The outside boy’s toilets continue to be damaged on a near daily basis. Although clean 

and tidy, they were not constructed with sufficient resilience to abnormal adolescent 

behaviours. Be assured we are investigating ways to strengthen facilities and more 

rapidly maintain repairs. Toilets remain clean and stocked however the number of 

cubicles not damaged, fluctuates. If your child experiences any degree of discomfort 

over this matter ask them to go to our Student Central, where we will make alternative 

arrangements, as we have operating during class time. 

 

From one of our students 

To brighten your day, 

some amazing hand 

puppets created by Lilly 

Stewart, Yr 9 from our 

Support unit. She does 

not work from patterns, 

just imagines and 
creates them. What a talent!!! 



 

 

School Leadership team ceremony 
 

 

The weather held off just long enough to have new student leaders badged. This year 

we invited parents and carers in to do the badging. It was a pleasure and honour to host 

the event. 

 

The last day of school for all students is now Friday 16th. I wish you all a safe student break 
and a merry Christmas. 

Contacts 

For any questions or information about students please contact the appropriate deputy principal 
or year advisor) 

Year 7 Tim O’Neill (year advisor – Ms McPhee, Ms Spicknal) 

Year 8 Mat Tesoriero (year advisor – Ms Stuart, Mr Miranda) 

Year 9 Ms Amy Packer (Mr James McManus – Fridays) (year advisor – Ms Vujicic, Ms 
Dennehyl) 

Year 10 Tim O’Neill (year advisor – Mr Pearce, Ms Laidlaw) 

Year 11/12 Mat Tesoriero (year advisor – Mr Velthius and Ms Ndukwu) 

Support Classes – please contact Deputy Principal Olga Tesoriero 

 
 

Mr. Warren Parkes 
Principal 


