
 

 

HSIE Faculty 

Topic: Heroes and Villains                                                Task Number:  Assessment Task 1 
Date Due: Week 8, Term 1, 2022 
9HS22P1, 9HS22P2– MONDAY 14TH MARCH 2022 
9HS22C1, 9HS22C2, 9HS22E1, 9HS22E2 – WEDNESDAY  16TH MARCH 2022 
9HS22T1, 9HS22T2– THURSDAY 17TH MARCH 2022 

Weighting: 35%                                                                  
 

Outcomes to be Assessed:   
 
A Student: 
● HT5-3 explains and analyses the motives and actions of past individuals and groups in the historical 

contexts that shaped the modern world and Australia 

● HT5-8 selects and analyses a range of historical sources to locate information relevant to an historical 

inquiry 

● HT5-10 selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms to communicate effectively 

about the past for different audiences 

 

Description of Task: 
 
There are THREE versions of this task. Along with your class teacher, you must decide which task is 
appropriate for you: 
 

● Tier 1, 2 or 3 
 

 
Students are to select and use four sources on their chosen person from the list below. Once you 
have selected your sources you need to analyse each of your sources for their usefulness in conducting an 
historical inquiry. You then need to write a 200 word analysis on each source (800 words in total) that 
addresses the following question: 

 
Analyse whether <chosen person> is a hero or villain. 

 
● Pablo Escobar 
● Al Capone 
● Lindy Chamberlain 

 
ALL INFORMATION FROM YOUR SOURCES MUST BE IN YOUR OWN WORDS & YOU CANNOT USE 
WIKIPEDIA. 
 
You should also include a completely formatted bibliography with the provided sources. 
 



TIER 2 
 

Students are to select and use four sources on their chosen person from the list below. YOU MUST 
FIND TWO OF THESE SOURCES YOURSELF - YOUR TEACHER WILL UPLOAD AN ADDITIONAL TWO 
SOURCES FOR YOU.  
 
Once you have selected your sources you need to analyse each of your sources for their usefulness in 
conducting an historical inquiry. You then need to write a 200 word analysis on each source that addresses 
the following question: 

 
Analyse whether <chosen person> is a hero or villain. 

 
● Pablo Escobar 
● Al Capone 
● Lindy Chamberlain 

 
 
ALL INFORMATION FROM YOUR SOURCES MUST BE IN YOUR OWN WORDS 
 
You should also include a completely formatted bibliography with the provided sources. 
 
 

TIER 3 
 

Students are to use four sources on their chosen person from the list below.  YOUR TEACHER WILL 
UPLOAD THESE SOURCES FOR YOU.  
 
Once you have your sources you need to analyse each of your sources for their usefulness in conducting an 
historical inquiry. You then need to write a 200 word analysis on each source - using the scaffold provided, 
that addresses the following question 

 
Analyse whether <chosen person> is a hero or villain. 

 
● Pablo Escobar 
● Al Capone 
● Lindy Chamberlain 

 
 
ALL INFORMATION FROM YOUR SOURCES MUST BE IN YOUR OWN WORDS 
 
You should also include a completely formatted bibliography with the provided sources. 
 

Marking Criteria:  
You will be assessed on: 

● Your ability to research and use information on your chosen personality. 
● Your ability to use your information to support your argument – ie. Hero or Villain 
● Your ability to write in your own words and reference accordingly 

 

 



  

Marking Guidelines 

 
 
 

Tier 
1 

 
 
 

A 
 
 

● Clear, concise and detailed analysis of the sources of their chosen personality, that 

clearly supports an argument that they are a hero or villain. 

● Demonstrates confident and independent researching skills including selecting, using 

and presenting information with correctly formatted reference list with a minimum of 5 

sources. 

● Submits a sustained, logical and well-presented assignment in own words, and meets 

the required word count 

 
 
Tier 
1 & 2 

 
 
 

B 
 
 

● Well-developed analysis of the chosen sources of their chosen personality, that clearly 

supports an argument that they are a hero or villain. 

● Demonstrates independent researching skills including selecting, using and presenting 

information with mostly correctly formatted reference list with a minimum of 5 sources. 

● Submits a well-presented assignment in their own words. 

 
Tier 
1, 2 
& 3 

 
 
 

C 
 
 

● Soundly attempts to analyse the sources of their chosen personality and support an 

argument that they are a hero or villain. 

● Demonstrates sound researching skills including selecting, using and presenting 

information with a reference list included.  

● Submits satisfactorily presented assignment in own words. 

 
 

Tier 
1, 2 
& 3 

 
 

 
D 
 

 

● Demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of the sources of their chosen 

personality and comments on whether they are a hero or a villain.  Response is less than 

50 per cent of the required word limit. 

● Demonstrates limited researching skills including selecting, using and presenting 

information with basic reference list included. 

● Submit an assignment presented at a basic level.  

 
 

Tier 
1, 2 
& 3 

 

 
E 
 
 

● Demonstrates an elementary understanding of their chosen personality, and some 

discussion on why they are a hero or villain. 

● Submits a poorly presented assignment with limited use of own words. 

Comments: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EXEMPLAR RESPONSE: 

Nassir Hassan’s article Is Nelson Mandela a hero or a villain?” is a political essay that was written in 2011 Hassan’s 

personal blog. The secondary source appears to have been written to express Hassan’s view on the topic, although it 

is supported with additional secondary sources and has a detailed reference list. Hassan claims that Mandela” is 

undoubtedly a hero to millions of people around the world’. Whilst Hassan acknowledges that authorities portrayed 

Mandela as a terrorist and villain, he declares that was a result of the international community ignoring the plight of 

black people in South Africa. Hassan discusses in detail the conditions imposed on the people in South Africa during 

the period of Apartheid, and how Mandela was willing to stand up for the rights of the people when no one else was, 

thus making him a hero. Hassan illustrates bias when he argues that Mandela is a hero to the black people, and a 

villain to the white people, simplifying a controversial and contentious historical issue. He further argues that Mandela 

dedicated his life to fighting for basic human rights and as a result sacrificed his life by spending 27 years in prison.   

Hassan’s article would be considered somewhat useful to a historian conducting a historical inquiry into Nelson 

Mandela and whether he is perceived as a hero or villain, although the obvious bias within would need to be 

considered. 

 Hassan, N., 2022. Is Nelson Mandela a hero or a villain? [online] Personal blogs. Available at: 

<https://nassirhassan.wordpress.com/2011/11/29/is-nelson-mandela-a-hero-or-a-villain/> [Accessed 11 

February 2022]. 


