
YEAR 11 Visual Arts

Art Making

Due Date: 9am 26th of August Friday Week 6 Assessment Name: Art Making Cultural/Postmodern
Frame

Mark:  / 50 Weighting: 30%

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED:

P1 Explores the conventions of practice in artmaking
P3 Identifies the frames as the basis of understanding expressive representation through the making of art
P5 Investigates ways of developing coherence and layers of meaning in the making of art
DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED:
Explore: to look into closely, scrutinize, examine
Identify: recognise and name
Investigate: Plan, inquire into and draw conclusions about

TASK DESCRIPTION: There are three parts to this assessment task: Part A is a small- scale clay activity. Part B is a
biomorphic form made from clay. Part C Visual Arts Process Diary. You are required to complete all sections of this
task. All work in this assessment task should be completed in class although you may take your Visual Arts
Process Diary (VAPD) home to complete activities presented in class. Your VAPD needs to be well organised and
maintained.
Part A: Small-scale Clay Activity.
Create a small-scale clay work based on experimental handling of clay and surface treatments. Students explore the
conventions of practice (concept and use of materials), developing a small-scale ‘coral reef’ inspired structure.
Part B: Biomorphic Form Clay Sculpture.
Identify one theme or issue in our society that reflects the nature of the contemporary world using the Cultural and
Postmodern frames to inform possible ideas and processes.
Consider these ideas:
Genetic engineering, cloning, pollution, global warming, climate change, refugees, war, globalisation, poverty,
multiculturalism, technology, Aboriginal land rights or religion.
Consider these processes:
Appropriation and recontexualisation.
Apply these ideas and processes to make a clay ‘biomorphic form’.
Part C: Visual Arts Process Diary.
Investigate ‘coral reef’ systems and one theme or issue that reflects the nature of the contemporary world using the
cultural frame. Your investigation should inform artmaking practice and assist in developing coherence and layers of
meaning in the making of a cultural artefact.
Submit a VAPD (Visual Arts Process Diary). Your VAPD should include the following:

● Documentation of all lead up work for Part A & Part B: brainstorming and concept development, observations,
sketches, annotated experiments, processes, responses, visual resources, investigations and research that
demonstrates an understanding of ‘coral reef’ systems and a contemporary theme or issue.

● A record of any changes in direction that come about through research or experimentation, provide reasons for
alternative paths.

● Continued research of influencing artists and the connections between your work and that of the artist and how this
applies to your work.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST:
You will be assessed on your ability to:

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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All work in this assessment task should be completed in class although you may take your Visual Arts Process Diary (VAPD)
home to complete activities presented in class. Your VAPD needs to be well organised and maintained.

Part A: Small-scale Clay Activity.
Submit at least  2-3, small ‘coral reef’ structures/landscape made using hand-building techniques demonstrated in
class.
Hand building techniques:

● Pinch pots
● Coil method
● Slab method

Experiment with various options for surface treatment as demonstrated in class.
Surface treatments:

● Copper oxide or under/glaze
● Bitumen or  Boot polish
● Acrylic paint
● Textural treatments

Or a combination of the above surface treatments used together.

Part B: Biomorphic Form Clay Sculpture.
Submit a biomorphic form: a clay sculpture that has been fired and decorated (surface treatment). Your biomorphic
form should reflect one theme or issue in our society.

Part C: Visual Arts Process Diary.
Submit a VAPD (Visual Arts Process Diary). Your VAPD should include the following.

- Mock up pages of visual stimulus, sketches investigating ‘coral reef’ systems.
- Clay information and handouts, provided by teacher.
- Mind map that investigates theme or topic ideas for cultural artefact, include annotated visuals and

sketches.
- Process notes should document the development of ideas and the artist research that informed them.
- A thorough description of materials and techniques for all media areas should also be included with

photographs documenting the development of your clay work.

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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MARKING GUIDELINES: Clay activities

Guideline Mark/Grade
- An outstanding exploration of artmaking practice demonstrated in sophisticated ideas and

sensitive use of materials and techniques.
- Artwork employs a considered range of hand building techniques that comprehensively

explore the concept of ‘coral reefs’. The work demonstrates refinement in surface treatment of
forms through the sensitive application of under glazes, acrylic paint, slips or oxides. The work
demonstrates a sustained exploration of the textural treatment of forms to enhance the
conceptual intentions of the work.

Outstanding
18-20

- A good exploration of artmaking practice demonstrated in ideas and use of materials and
techniques.

- Artwork employs a range of hand building techniques that explore the concept of ‘coral reefs’.
The work demonstrates refinement in surface treatment of forms through the application of
under glazes, acrylic paint, slips or oxides. The work demonstrates an exploration of the
textural treatment of forms to enhance the conceptual intentions of the work.

-

High
15-17

- A sound exploration of artmaking practice demonstrated in ideas and use of materials and
techniques.

- Artwork employs hand building techniques that explore the concept of ‘coral reefs’. The work
demonstrates some consideration of surface treatment of forms through the application of
under glazes, acrylic paint, slips or oxides. The work demonstrates some exploration of the
textural treatment of forms that may enhance the conceptual intentions of the work.

-

Sound
10-14

- A basic exploration of artmaking practice demonstrated in ideas and /or use of materials and
techniques.

- Artwork employs hand building techniques that explores the concept of ‘coral reefs’. The work
demonstrates little consideration of surface treatment of forms through the application of
under glazes, acrylic paint, slips or oxides. The work demonstrates little exploration of the
textural treatment of form.

Basic
5-9

- A limited exploration of artmaking practice demonstrated in ideas and /or use of materials and
techniques.

- An attempt at making an artwork employing hand building techniques that explores the
concept of ‘coral reefs’. The work demonstrates little exploration of surface treatments and/or
the textural treatment of form.

Limited
1-4

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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MARKING GUIDELINES: Cultural artefact

Guideline Mark/Grade
- Identifies the cultural and postmodern frames as the basis of creating an outstanding

‘biomorphic form’ that reflects a contemporary issue in society.
- A sophisticated, refined clay artwork demonstrating outstanding knowledge of postmodern

strategies to communicate ideas about society. The student develops a multi-layered response
that demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge of the conceptual frame.

Outstanding
18-20

- Identifies the cultural and postmodern frames as the basis of creating a strong ‘biomorphic
form’ that reflects a contemporary issue in society.
A well designed and constructed clay artwork demonstrating substantial knowledge of
postmodern strategies to communicate ideas about society. The student develops a response
that demonstrates a thorough knowledge of the conceptual framework.

High
15-17

- Identifies the cultural and postmodern frames as the basis of creating a sound ‘biomorphic
form’ that reflects a contemporary issue in society.
A clay artwork demonstrating some knowledge of postmodern strategies to communicate
ideas about society. The student develops a response that demonstrates some knowledge of
the conceptual framework.

Sound
10-14

- Identifies some aspects of the cultural and/or postmodern frames as the basis of creating a
basic ‘biomorphic form’ that reflects a contemporary issue in society.
A simple clay artwork demonstrating little knowledge of postmodern strategies to
communicate ideas about society. The response demonstrates some knowledge of the
conceptual framework.

Basic
5-9

- Identifies an aspect of the cultural and/or postmodern frames as the basis of creating a
limited ‘biomorphic form’.
An attempt to produce a clay artwork demonstrating a postmodern strategy. The response
demonstrates little or no knowledge of the conceptual framework.

Limited
1-4

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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MARKING GUIDELINES: Visual arts process diary (VAPD)

Guideline Mark/Grade
- An outstanding investigation of ways of developing coherence and layers of meaning

in the making of clay artworks recorded in your visual Arts Process Diary.
- Comprehensive documentation of all lead up work for Part A & Part B: such as brainstorming

and concept development, observations, sketches, annotated experiments, processes,
responses, visual resources, investigations and research that demonstrates an investigation of
‘coral reef’ systems and a contemporary theme or issue.

- A thorough record of any changes in direction that come about through research or
experimentation.

- Research of influencing artists and the connections between your work and that of the artist is
well organised and clearly documented.

Outstanding
9-10

- A good investigation of ways of developing coherence and layers of meaning in the
making of clay artworks recorded in your visual Arts Process Diary.

- Thorough documentation of lead up work for Part A & Part B: such as brainstorming and
concept development, observations, sketches, annotated experiments, processes, responses,
visual resources, investigations and research that demonstrates an investigation of ‘coral reef’
systems and a contemporary theme or issue.

- A record of changes in direction that come about through research or experimentation.

- Research of influencing artists and the connections between your work and that of the artist
organised and documented.

High
7-8

- A sound investigation of ways of developing coherence and layers of meaning in the
making of clay artworks recorded in your visual Arts Process Diary.

- Some documentation of lead up work for Part A & Part B: may include brainstorming and
concept development, sketches, processes, responses, visual resources, investigations and
research that demonstrates an investigation of ‘coral reef’ systems and/or a contemporary
theme or issue.

- Research of influencing artists documented.

Sound
5-6

- A basic investigation of ways of developing coherence and layers of meaning in the
making of clay artworks recorded in your visual Arts Process Diary.

- Little documentation of lead up work for Part A & Part B: may include brainstorming and
concept development, sketches, processes, responses, visual resources, investigations and
research that demonstrates an investigation of ‘coral reef’ systems and/or a contemporary
theme or issue.

- Incomplete artist research

Basic
3-4

- A limited investigation of ways of developing coherence and layers of meaning in the
making of clay artworks recorded in your visual Arts Process Diary.

- Limited documentation of ideas and processes
- Limited artist research

Limited
1-2

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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