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Principal’s Message 

Welcome to term 2 and the move to the new school. On the 19th April, the staff moved 
onto the site and tried to locate themselves and prepare for the students arriving the 
following day. Although the site is great they spent the day with locks and keys and 
sorting out how to make things work. Two of the most pressing issues are the paging 
system, it does not do what we need it to, and the community access front door did 

not automatically open to visitors. We had to watch for your arrival and open it manually. These 
and other issues are minor compared to the benefits we have gained. 

Students began arriving on the 20th and for almost everyone, it was their first time onsite. We let 
them roam the school for the first time and they were very respectful of their new school. At 9.00 
am we grouped the students into their years and tried to help them locate themselves with the 
new timetables before they went off to their new homerooms where, in smaller groups, their home 
room teacher went through their timetables individually and answered questions – some of which 
we still had no answer for.  

It has now been 6 weeks that the new school has been operating and most students are fantastic. 
Sadly, that is not the case for a handful who are still behaving in socially unacceptable ways. Our 
teachers are working with these students, but the general reaction is very positive. Students are 
playing touch football for the first time in three years, there are large open spaces where they 
can socialise and we are all adjusting to the new classrooms. Most of the practical areas were 
unfinished and teachers have been cleaning, building and installing to make them operational. 
We are having some problems with some impractical furniture that we are removing and 
relocating.  

Soon you will be receiving from the school, information on, subject selection nights, various 
information evenings, year 12 trials, parent teacher night and school tours.  
 
Mr. Warren Parkes 
Principal 
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First few days in the new school 
 
Year 9 under our unfinished basketball   Year 7 on the AstroTurf quad. 
court cola in fount of the hall 

         
 
Year 11 in a senior classroom   Year 12 in a senior outdoor area 

 
    Year 10 on the central Softplay courtyard Year 8 in the “Undercroft” 

    
ANZAC Day 
Anzac Day recognition coincided with the second week of school, so we were in a bit of 
a flap trying to work out how to make it happen with a large untested venue. The 
weather held off, so we were able to make it happen at our first whole school assembly. 
The students were brilliant and very respectful. Students and teachers addressed the 
assembly and I believe the men and women of the armed forces, past and present 
would have said it was an appropriate assembly. 
This of course followed the Picton Community Anzac Day recognition on Sunday. Our 
staff and students were there along with thousands of you. It is always a well organised 
event and appreciated by the Wollondilly community. 
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Official Opening 
Despite several false starts, the Minister of Education - Sarah Mitchell, officially opened 
the school in a whirlwind visit on Wednesday 26th of May. Our elected student body was 
present to help with the event and represented the school admirably. The opening was 
also attended by local member for Wollondilly Nathaniel Smith and WIN media staff. I 
hope you saw the video of the event. I wonder what will happen next year when the 
school is finally finished? 
 

 
 
 
Parent Teacher night and initial parent and guardian tours 
Short of an unforeseen lockdown, Parent Teacher night will be taking place in the first 
two weeks of term 3. As has happened in the past, the night will be broken up in two 
halves of the alphabet so that families will only need to come on one night. We will still 
have to follow Covid safety protocols which will include Covid check-ins upon entry. The 
night will be conducted in the upstairs senior area of the main block which faces Argyle 
Street. You will be provided with more information shortly, however the booking process 
will be online, and you will be provided with a secure login. 
This night will mark the first time our community will be invited into the new school. 
Accordingly,  if you are a parent or guardian attending Parent Teacher night,  I would 
like to provide you with an opportunity to see the site so I will also be providing you with 
an optional link where you will be assigned to a tour group. The tour will take 
approximately 1 hour. More information to follow shortly. 
 
Student Toilets 
I am saddened to say there has been some very disappointing student behaviours in our 
junior student toilets over the first month that the school has been opened. We have had 
repeated breakages, food throwing, various forms of vandalism, deliberate bowl 
blockages and even fires in sinks. We also have groups of students hiding there rather 
than attending their class. These behaviours have resulted in firm disciplinary measures. 
Despite this, the damage continued to occur daily resulting in toilets being out of action. 
The new school has several toilets being affected. There is a large outside toilet in the 
student play area and two others located in our “D” and “F” blocks. I have taken the 
steps of locking the D and F block toilets and the outside toilet during class time until I 
can affect a change in some student’s behaviour. I operate two toilets all day in our  
“Undercroft” and the main toilets are opened during the breaks. I am talking to the 
whole student body about a process we can use to reopen the toilets. I hope to have 
much better news in the near future. Any advice you can give to your children would be 
most appreciated. 
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Lockers 
The new build has been equipped with around 800 lockers and we are keen to make 
them available, however the lockers are identified with a tiny code located on the 
barrel and the barrels have been installed randomly around the school. To make matters 
worse, the dual keys for each locker were handed to us en-masse in an unsorted box. 
We are working through the problem, but it is unlikely to be solved before the end of this 
term. 
 
Waiting for the bus 
For reasons of safety we ask all students to wait for the bus at the end of the day in our 
Undercroft area where they are called when their bus approaches. For most students, 
this is not an issue, however some find this challenging and are found hanging around 
the bus bay when we are trying to move students safely onto the bus. I will take a 
stronger approach to these unsafe actions if students do not comply. Senior students 
have been given permission to wait in a separate area located next to the embarkation 
point. They are not included in this message. I will again address this with all students at 
our next assembly.  
 
Vaping at school 
This is a growing issue in every state school that I have spoken to. It is illegal for students to 
vape. We are finding it happening around school at different times and places. We 
generally take the action of, first time warn and discuss, second time detention and a 
one-time educational program followed finally by suspension for ongoing rule breaking.  
We are organizing an anti-vaping presentation for our students in the near future. 
 
Events around school 
Girls Football 
Monday 10th May the 15s Girls Soccer team travelled to Nott Oval where they competed 
against Bass HS. Having previously won 4-0 in their opening KO match, they were 
triumphant in their 12-0 flurry of goals against a competitive & well spirited Bass HS. In 2 
matches, the girls have scored 16 goals without conceding, meaning that on average, a 
goal has been scored every 7.5 minutes! WOW! I must say how very proud I am of these 
ladies especially in the way they showed good character & represented the school! Not 
only have we made history in our goal scoring journey, but we have reached the 3rd of 
the Trophy, which to my knowledge, has never been done before in this particular 
competition at PHS. Such a great effort! Well done girls! 
 
Goal Scorers: 
Ella (7), Gab (2), Sam (1), Chinelle (1), Ashlee (1), Charlie (x2 clean sheets   
Toby Chicharo 
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Carnivals - Athletics and Swimming 
Both events where a huge success, although we did have trouble with the weather for 
the athletics carnival. It took 3 different dates before it could finally happen, and it was 
starting to eat into Council sport seasons where marked lines for events could no longer 
be laid out. We got there in the end. The only negative is the low rate of attendance at 
these events. This pattern of low attendance is noted by the Department of Education 
and they are expecting that I change it. It may be that these events turn into a 
competitor only event and the remainder of students attend normal lessons. That would 
be a shame as they are great whole school days. 
The Leisure Centre remains a great venue for swimming, but we will probably be running 
athletics here at school next year. My sports department will keep you informed. 
 

  

 
Week 6 Band performance on outdoor dais 
Thanks to the fantastic performing arts students and their staff on providing a great show 
last Friday. It was uplifting to see the energy of our students. 
 

The hall refurbishment keeps getting 
pushed back. I was hoping to unveil the 
works at the end of the year but now 
there are clashes with building timetables 
and blowouts with costs. I will keep you 
informed. The Basketball court has now 
been resurfaced. I am a little 
disappointed with levels and layouts 
however the students should be able to 
use the facility next week sometime. 
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