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Lyrebird 

totem of the Tharawal people 

Term 1 – Mid Term 

Principal’s Message 
And I thought the last term was busy … 

Welcome to all parents and carers. A special welcome to those new to our school community. We knew this 

term would be the most disruptive due to the build but it seems the boundaries continue to shift to 

accommodate the final push for the move to the new site. More on that later. 

Year 7 have settled in very well. I am very proud of the efforts they are making and we will work to ensure 

they are always challenged. A little over a quarter of the students bought a BYOD laptop and we have 

contacted them about looking after it at school and connecting to the internet. I would have hoped that I 

could tell you a bit more about the program however the build is hampering its effective use. The build is 

affecting our phones and wifi hubs. This will not be sorted out until next term.  

I have visited many of the year 7 classes and spoken to all of the students in various meetings. On the whole, 

They seem well dressed, polite and diligent. A credit to you and their primary teachers. 

New staff 

This year we have had some changes to our staff as I solidify many positions that have been on hold. I 

welcome to Picton HS the following staff: 

Permanent staff 

Amy Packer – Deputy Principal and will oversee year 8 and year 11. 

Cassandra Vodicar – English 

Michelle James – HSIE 

Jessica Noffke  - Maths 

James McLelland - Support Unit 

Kelly Ewen – HSIE 

Jeffrey Goodwin- IA 

Katrina Walker – HT Science 

Carl Jeffreys- IA  

New temporary staff 

Lisa McPhee (PE) 

Morgan Reason (Home Ec) 

Phillip Forster (IA) 

Geet Karunakaran (Maths) 

Marc Noakes (Maths) 

Darren Baker (Science) 

Mrs Mia Westbrook has picked up the role of Head Teacher Literacy for the next few years. She has carriage 
of implementing our whole school Literacy programs. Her work began last year but it is being ramped up as 

we speak.  There are other staff appointed permanently or filling in for staff on various forms of leave many 

of which were are continuing from last year. 
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Covid adjustments

How quickly things change. This newsletter was to go out a week ago with the information we had at that 
time. When we were about to publish, the Covid rules changed and will again in the near future. At this 
stage parents can attend the Athletics Carnival if you wish to, however, you will be allocated to an area 
where you must practice social distancing. There can be no direct contact with your children so please 
ensure your child has everything they need for the day and follow the instructions of the organisers. You will 
receive a letter shortly from the Sports department outlining your responsibilities including, at this stage, a QR 
code to scan a log your attendance.

Build progress 

Our students will start school on their first day of term 2 in the new buildings. On the second day of the term, 

the temporary school will start to be dismantled. This is great news however all is not smooth sailing. We had 

asked for time to transition the students to the new site over a week or so but I am told that it can no longer 

happen. We are finding that there are several such “accommodations” that are needing to be made. 

The teachers are not allowed on site until the day before students start. That will be a busy day for them as 

they find their way around, rooms, keys, desks etc. plus plan for students to return the next day. Planning at 

this stage is, students will be provided with a map and instructions on where to first assemble and the day’s 

organisation will be explained. This includes new timetables, rooms and possible teacher changes. We will 

guide them all day plus, at some allocated period, they will be taken on a whole school tour to help them 

get their bearings.  

The buses will drop off and pick up students on Argyle street as they did before the move to the temporary 

site. There will still be road works on Argyle Street and I am unsure what crossings will be finished by the start 

of term. Staff will be positioned around the school in the morning to distribute maps and to point the way 

when the bell goes.  

The new basketball court and cola were expected to be handed over in the next few weeks. This is no longer 

possible. Students will not be able to use the facility until they start in term 2. 

I am told that there will be parent parking in the Picton township end of the school. Until then parking remains 

a problem for all. 

My current thinking is that I will communicate to all of you and students, in week 9, the details of what the 

first day of school will look like. This will include a map of the school featuring where students are to 

assemble when the bell goes.  

Week 10, Term 1 

I mention the complex nature of moving from the temporary site to the new site. Added to the confusion will 

be the relocation of teaching resources to the new site. At this stage I understand that movers will be 

working the last few weeks of the term to move tools, machines, stoves etc. however in the last week the 

school will be committed to removing all unwanted material and depositing it in industrial bins that will 

be supplied. Please be prepared for this disruption in the last four days of school. Most classes will continue 

to undertake normal lessons and there are even scheduled assessments in that week that will continue as 

normal, however, where practical, we will be asking students to move posters, boxes etc to our bins. 

School Planning 

As you are aware all schools across the NSW are undertaking school planning for the next four years. You 

also know that we have not been able to meet to get your feedback. Accordingly, we tried cold calling 

and surveys. My thanks go out to Mrs Cox and Mrs Jenks for orchestrating and conducting those events. It 

seems that generally you approve of the direction we are taking and I will work with my staff on the finer 

details you outlined. 

Presentation Evening 2020 

Due to the unusual year that Covid-19 gave us in 2020 and the timing of renovations to the school hall, our 

annual Presentation Evening for 2020 has been cancelled. Students that would normally have received 

awards at this prestigious event will have their certificates mailed out to them over the next few weeks.  
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School Branding 

Rarely does a school get an opportunity to reset its image visually. This new build and innovation campus will 

allow our school to do just that and we have been investigating a new image for the school. This would 

include uniform design, stationery design, website and others. All of these will incorporate a school logo and 

we have been working on new designs. The instructions I gave the graphic designers were, must link to existing 

logo (man on horse), link to the community (viaduct and bridges, steam train, agriculture), link to our 

indigenous culture (lyrebird totem), link to learning and lastly something indicating the future for our students. 

Below are some early samples that have been produced. The later designs are towards the right. It is still a 

work in progress but I welcome your views if you want to email the school on  

picton-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au. 

I am yet to approve the “future” part of the image. Our current thinking is images around post-school 

pathways and technology. I will keep you informed as we get closer to a final solution. 

Mr. Warren Parkes 

Principal 
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