
YEAR 9 GEOGRAPHY

ASSESSMENT TASK NOTIFICATION

Due Date:  Term 2 Week 5
9GeoP1 Tue 18th May 2021
9GeoN3, Wed 19th May 2021
9GeoH1, 9GeoC2, 9GeoE2, 9GeoO3, 9GeoR3 Thu 20th Mar 2021

Assessment Name:
Sustainable Biomes Task

Marks:  15 Weighting: 35 %

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED:
A student:
GE5-1 explains the diverse features and characteristics of a range of places and environments
GE5-5 assesses management strategies for places and environments for their sustainability
GE5-7 acquires and processes geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and
relevant geographical tools for inquiry

Context: During this activity students will be developing their conceptual knowledge and understanding
about the following content areas to apply to their research about food security:

- the capacity of the world’s biomes to achieve sustainable food security
- environmental, economic and technological factors that influence agricultural yields
- environmental challenges to food production

Description of Task:
There are THREE versions of this task. Along with your class teacher, you must decide which task is
appropriate for you:
• Tier 1
• Tier 2
• Tier 3

Selecting a tier:
❏ Tier one - This requires students to work independently and prepare their own research report.

❏ Tier two - Students are given a research report template to guide them to complete all the sections
of the report.

❏ Tier three -  Students will be provided with a research report scaffold to guide them on how to
present their information and they will also be given suggested websites to use to find the
information for each section of the report. Students choosing tier three will research the grasslands
biome for Part A and will research food scarcity in Madagascar for Part B.

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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TIER ONE - TASK DESCRIPTION:
2-3 pages (15 marks)
Students prepare a report on food scarcity in one country or region. The report will include details on:

- the extent of food scarcity across the country or region
- factors influencing agricultural yields eg water scarcity, natural hazards
- two challenges to reducing food scarcity eg climate change, population
- one strategy used to sustainably manage the issue for example, increase agricultural yields or find
an alternative form of food production.

NOTE: The report should include annotated images, charts and graphs to support the information in your
report (for example a climate graph to show the characteristics of your chosen biome). The report is to be
submitted online in either Google Classroom or Canvas. Your teacher will tell you how to submit your task.

TIER TWO - TASK DESCRIPTION:
Students will complete a Research Report using the report scaffold provided.

2-3 pages (15 marks)
Students prepare a report on food scarcity in one country or region. The report will include details on:

- the extent of food scarcity across the country or region
- factors influencing agricultural yields eg water scarcity, natural hazards
- two challenges to reducing food scarcity eg climate change, population
- one strategy used to sustainably manage the issue for example, increase agricultural yields or find
an alternative form of food production.

NOTE: The report should include annotated images, charts and graphs to support the information in your
report (for example a climate graph to show the characteristics of your chosen biome). The report is to be
submitted online in Google Classroom or Canvas in accordance with your teacher’s instructions.

TIER THREE - TASK DESCRIPTION:

Part B: 2-3 pages (15 marks)
Students prepare a report on food scarcity in one country or region. The report will include details on:

- the extent of food scarcity across the country or region
- factors influencing agricultural yields eg water scarcity, natural hazards
- two challenges to reducing food scarcity eg climate change, population
- one strategy used to sustainably manage the issue for example, increase agricultural yields or find
an alternative form of food production.

NOTE: The report should include annotated images, charts and graphs to support the information in your
report (for example a climate graph to show the characteristics of your chosen biome). The report is to be
submitted online in Google Classroom or Canvas in accordance with your teacher’s instructions.

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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MARKING CRITERIA - 15 marks)
12-15 - comprehensive explanation of the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one country or

region.
- skillfully analyses the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region.
- sophisticated evaluation and assessment of management strategies for places and environments for

their sustainability.
- discerning use of geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and relevant

geographical tools for inquiry. .
11-14 - effective explanation of the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one country or region.

- accurately explains the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region.
- includes a description of appropriate management strategies for places and environments for their

sustainability.
- effective use of geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and relevant

geographical tools for inquiry.
7-10 - includes some explanation of the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one country or

region.
- describes the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region.
- mentions the management strategies for places and environments for their sustainability
- uses geographical information by selecting and using geographical tools for inquiry
- Presents a report to communicate geographical information.

4-6 - Report includes some information about the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one
country or region.

- Attempts to describe the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region.
- Identifies a management strategy for places and environments for their sustainability
- Presents a report which is ineffective in communicating geographical information.

1-3 - Report includes some information on the features and characteristics of food scarcity in one country
or region.

- Limited description of the factors influencing agricultural yields in the chosen region.
- May identify management strategies for places and environments for their sustainability.
- Completes a report on a place that may address sustainability issues.
- Report lacks structure and may not be logically formatted

Check your assessment booklet for the PHS Assessment Policy
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