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YEAR 9 English 2021 

Close Study of a Text: Essay 

Due Date: Term 1, Week 10 
9ENT, 9ENR3, 9ENE2, 9ENN3, 9ENH1, 9ENC2 = 
Monday 29/03/21 
9ENO3, 9ENP1 = Tuesday 30/03/21 

Assessment Name: Character Essay 
  

 Weighting:  30% 
 

TASK DESCRIPTION: 
In this assessment task, you will compose an essay that discusses the novel you have read in class. 
 
Carefully read this assessment task notification and select the appropriate assessment tier which matches 
your skills, knowledge and goals for this subject. 
 
Each tier is capped at a grade level.  For example, if you decide to do the ‘Assessment Tier 2’, the highest 
grade you can achieve for this task is a B. 

 
Assessment Tier 1:  
 
You will compose a 500-700 word essay that discusses the following question: 
 

Critically analyse how the author of your prescribed text has used language forms and features to create a 
dynamic character 

 
Throughout your essay you should transfer your understanding of language forms and features, critically 
analyse how they have been used to shape meaning and make a judgement about how they have been used 
by the composer to create a dynamic character.  
 
Assessment Tier 2:  
 
You will compose a 500 word essay that discusses the following question: 
 

Analyse how the author of your prescribed text has used language forms and features to create a dynamic 
character 

 
Throughout your essay you should transfer your understanding of language forms and features and 
analyse how they have been used by the composer to create a dynamic character. 

 
Assessment Tier 3: 
 
You will compose a 300 word essay, using the scaffold provided, that discusses the following question: 
 

Explain how the author of your prescribed text has used language forms and features to create a dynamic 
character 

 
Throughout your essay you should transfer your understanding of language forms and features and 
explain how they have been used by the composer to create a dynamic character.  
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SYLLABUS OUTCOMES TO BE ASSESSED: 
EN5-3B: selects and uses language forms, features and structures of texts appropriate to a range of 
purposes, audiences and contexts, describing and explaining their effects on meaning 
EN5-4B: effectively transfers knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts into new and 
different contexts 
EN5-5C: thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and critically about information and increasingly 
complex ideas and arguments to respond to and compose texts in a range of contexts. 
DIRECTIVES TO BE ASSESSED: 

Analyse: Identify components in your novel and determine how they work together to create meaning 

Compose: To write, create or produce 

Critically Analyse: Add a degree or level of accuracy, depth, knowledge and understanding, logic, 

questioning, reflection and quality to. 

Explain: To outline how language forms and features create meaning and discuss why they are used in a 

certain way  

Transfer: To transfer knowledge of your prescribed novel to your extended response  

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – STUDENT CHECKLIST: 
Have you: 
 

- used ALARM to organise your discussion? 
- used quotes in each body paragraph? 
- identified and explained how language forms and features are used to create meaning? 
- addressed the question throughout your essay? 
- proofread your work and submitted a draft to your teacher for feedback? 
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MARKING GUIDELINES 
 

 
 

Mark/Grade 
- Evidence included is highly relevant, with insightful discussion that critically 

analyses the effect of language forms and features to create a dynamic character 

(EN5-3B) 

- Discussion of question demonstrates extensive knowledge of the novel studied, 

using relevant, detailed textual knowledge (EN5-4B) 

- Extensive command over language and form, resulting in a substantive and 

polished analytical response. (EN5-5C) 

A 
 

- Evidence included is relevant, with competent discussion that analyses the 

effect of language forms and features to create a dynamic character. (EN5-3B) 

- Discussion of question demonstrates well developed knowledge of the novel 

studied, using relevant textual knowledge. (EN5-4B) 

- Thorough command over language and form, resulting in a well-developed 

analytical response. (EN5-5C) 

B 
 

- Evidence included is mostly relevant, with sound discussion that may explain 

the effect of language forms and features to create a dynamic character. (EN5-

3B) 

- Discussion of question demonstrates a sound knowledge of the novel studied 

that may use relevant textual knowledge. (EN5-4B) 

- Some control over language and form, resulting in a sound response with some 

analysis. (EN5-5C) 

C 
 

- Attempts to include evidence and describe the effect of language forms and 

features to create a dynamic character. (EN5-3B) 

- Discussion of question demonstrates a limited knowledge of the novel studied 

that does not use relevant textual knowledge. (EN5-4B) 

- No control over language and form, resulting in a limited response. (EN5-5C) 

D 
 

- Evidence is not included and discussion is not coherent. (EN5-3B) (EN5-4B) 

- No control over language and form, resulting in an elementary response. (EN5-

5C) 

E 
 

 


