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Principal’s Message 
I recall last year saying I would be here for a short time as a “fill in” principal, and here we are almost a year 
later. I can say with some confidence that I will be here next year. I am unsure of specific details but it 
remains a privilege to be in a school at such a pivotal point of transition. Again, I speak of the resilience of 
the whole community, specifically staff and students operating in this temporary space.  

One of the challenges our staff are addressing/planning for, right now, is to reset the expectation of 
appropriate school operations. For now, I understand and to some level tolerate short term, problems in the 
following areas; school cleanliness, acceptable behavior, pride in school and a commitment to doing well 
in school. I think our students and staff are doing a remarkable job however we are raising the bar in a 
manageable way. You may be hearing about phones being confiscated by staff if they are seen during 
learning time, parents being contacted where students are wearing clothes which is not school uniform – 
hoodies and tights are examples,  

There is a range of areas the school is developing to improve learning while also leading to increased 
engagement in the new campus next year. This is outlined further within this Newsletter however one area 
your children will experience is around the way their timetable will operate. Currently students have a four-
period day with three breaks. Term 1 next year they will move to three session day separated by the more 
traditional two breaks. This could be a three-period day (using double periods) or a six-period day with all 
single periods all day. The length of the base period will be around 50 mins, not the 70 min structure today. 
Their timetable will also feature a dedicated “pastoral hub” program that will replace roll call. Ten students 
will meet each day with the same teacher who will stay with them for four years. The teacher will help them 
across all area of their schooling and will be your primary contact when wanting to share or gain information 
about your child. It is my hope that hub teacher will be able to assist with issue immediately and because 
they know what schools can do, they can ensure appropriate resources are made available. They will also 
help with problems with learning 

Please enjoy you Spring break and speak to you next term 

 

 
 

Mr. Warren Parkes 

Principal 
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Year 12 Graduation Ceremony 
Due to the Covid restrictions, the Graduation Ceremony had to undergo a significant change in operation. 

When only a few weeks’ notice that we could proceed, the event occurred within the designated 

timeframe of one hour. Only current staff and students were allowed to attend, so the event was 

livestreamed by the Creative and Performing Arts faculty. It was also the first use of our new lighting system 

that was put to good use. I am sure the students had as good as a time as they could with the Covid19 

restrictions. I hope parents were able to take advantage of the on-line technology that was set up for them.  

 

At this stage the Formal will now be taking place after the HSC examinations. This is dependent on a 

minimum number of students attending the venue and paying the full price by the due date to ensure the 

school is not left short. We should have more details before the HSC exams commence. 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Directions 2021-2025 
 

This year saw the end of the school’s three-year planning cycle. The latter half of this year, teachers begun 

planning for the next cycle which will now be a four-year plan as part of the Department of Education’s 

new directions. Below is a list of areas we are seeking to improve. Resources will be allocated to these areas 

to ensure we get the growth we require. I have been updating you on progress in some of these areas in 

previous newsletters, however if you would like more information simply email me. Areas of focus 

• Improving student Literacy and Numeracy across year 7 through 10. 

• Improving student performance in the HSC and or post school destinations. 

• Increase student attendance to a 90% average. 

• Decrease negative students’ behavioral issues and increase positive recognition. 

• Improve community connections that allow parents to be partners inn their child’s education. 

• Students assessment practices will incorporate more on the pot assessment to inform teaching. 

• More programs will be developed for classrooms featuring future focused practices. 
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Build Progress 
Currently the new buildings are in a lock-up state. Walls, air-conditioning and cabinetry are being installed 

around the site.  We are beginning to have the staff tour the new facilities in preparation for teaching next 

year. Starting straight after the HSC examinations, the hall and basketball courts will be out of action as 

building around that site commences. We have asked for this work to commence earlier so that by mid 

term 1, the area will be open to all students again. Ground works and a cola will be installed over the top 

court. Our decision to commence this work sooner means that students will have these grounds open to 

them sooner and not have to wait until the end of 2021 to use these facilities.  

 

While this is going on, the school has been working on its own build project with the hall. As you may recall, 

the hall is not on the build’s scope of work. Though I am thankful for what is being done, we felt that the hall 

also needed a facelift and significant repairs. Currently this project is still in the design phase as funding 

approval is still being sort but I thought we would share some of the ideas we are working towards. 

 

 
 

At the end of the newsletter are some architectural drawings of what they have come up with. You will 

notice, 

• extra seating has been built into this plan. We hope to fit in another 400 students to watch sporting 

matches or performances. 

• Stairs have been added for the stage. 

• Doors and windows are now more open to let in natural light. 

• Toilets and showers have been moved. 

• The ply wood surface will be removed and replaced with more modern acoustic cladding 

• The existing roof mounted ducting will be removed and  

 

If you would like to comment upon these directions, email the school. I have already sort feedback from the 

P&C however if you would like more information, again contact the school and leave a message for me to 

contact you.  

 

Book Week 
Although the official Book Week for NSW has been moved to October we decided to hold this event early 

in week 10 to enable year 12 to participate. The theme this year was “Curious Creatures – Wild Minds”. 

Year 12 along with staff demonstrated their amazing costumes in a parade during lunch 2 on Tuesday 22 

Sept. 
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Captains and Prefects 2021 

 

The system of selection for our captains and leadership teams was not clear to me and I questioned how 

we could do it differently. Though now more democratic, I did not have a lot of time so there is much room 

for improvement. That being said, each applicant, prefects to the captains, is an outstanding young adult 

and I expect great things from them over the year.  

 

We offer our congratulations to the following students. 
 

Year 12 School Leadership Team 2021 
 

         Renee                       Jake                          Brooke                      Gabriel  
        Captain                    Captain                   Vice Captain              Vice Captain 

                                                                   

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Prefects 2021 
 

         Jade                          Henry                      Annalise                     Lachlan    
                                                                          

                    

          
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sport Captains 2021 

 
                        Cristian                                                          Tiana  
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Hall image upgrades, old and new 
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